Assistive Technology Advisory Committee (ATAC)
Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, March 12, 2019
10:30 am to 4:00 pm

Location: Department of Rehabilitation, Conference Room. 303
Address: 222 Harbor Blvd, Anaheim, CA  92805
URL: http://www.dor.ca.gov/boards-and-committees/ATAC
Contact person(s):  Karl Ortega, 916-558-5395
Karl.Ortega@dor.ca.gov
Carrie England, 916-558-5766
Carrie.England@dor.ca.gov

Committee Members (present):
· Jennifer Buzolich, California Department of Education
· Ray Grott, Chair, Assistive Technology Advisory Committee
· Gregory Mathes, AT Consortium in Southern, CA
· Lenore Presley, Deaf-Blind Community Member, Sacramento
· Jorge Ruiz, ILC representative (via telephone)
· April Shin, Cerritos College, Norwalk, CA
· Jennifer Walsh, Co-Chair, Assistive Technology Advisory Committee 
· Brian Winic, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community

DOR Staff (present):
· Carrie England, Chief, Independent Living and Assistive Technology and Traumatic Brain Injury
· Karl Ortega, Assistive Technology Project Coordinator, DOR ILATS 
CFILC Staff (present):
· Ann Bui, Program Director
· Emily Flynn, Program Coordinator
· Kevin Hansen, Program Manager

Absent:
· Karen Anderson, Member at Large
· Lexi Backstrom, Riverside County Office of Education
· Sandra Hamameh, California Workforce Development Board

Guest:
Paula Margeson and Jose Pena (Dale McIntosh Center for the Disabled)

Agenda Item 1:  Call to order
Chair Grott opened the meeting at 10:34 am.

Agenda Item 2:  Welcome and Introductions
Committee members present were: Jennifer Buzolich , Ray Grott, Gregory Mathes, Lenore Presley, Jorge Ruiz,, April Shin, Jennifer Walsh, Brian Winic, DOR staff, Carrie England, and Karl Ortega.  Ann Bui, CFILC Program Director, Kevin Hansen, CFILC Program Manager, and Emily Flynn, CFILC Program Coordinator were also present.

Agenda Item 3:  Review Agenda and Approve the December 2018 Meeting Minutes
Motion: It was moved/seconded (Buzolich/Mathes) to approve the December 11, 2018 meeting minutes. Motion was approved by an 8-0-0 vote. (Yes – Members: Buzolich, Grott, Mathes, Presley, Ruiz, Shin, Walsh and Winic, (No – Members: 0), (Abstain – Members: 0).

Agenda Item 4:  DOR update led by Carrie England 
Department of Rehabilitation ILATS Chief England provided committee members with the updates on the prior agenda follow-up items: 

State Price Schedule (SPS)
[bookmark: _Toc473554204]There was an action item from the last ATAC meeting where advisory board members requested additional information on how the State Price Schedule (SPS) suppliers are approved for participation. Advisory members also requested additional information about DOR’s policy after DOR rejects a potential supplier application. ILATS Chief England explained that If DOR rejects an applicant due to concerns about the SPS supplier expertise or the nature of the products or services the SPS supplier sells, the potential supplier will receive a letter from DOR explaining the issues about the rejection and offer the supplier an opportunity to respond to specific questions or submit additional information as needed.
Similarly, if the Department of General Services finds that a potential supplier who fails to meet some technical or legal requirements for participation, the supplier will have an opportunity to correct the deficiency or present evidence showing that the requirement was met.



IL Program Updates
The CalFresh project is under development with the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) and is the result of AB1811-the reversal of the SSI Cash out. Previously, people with disabilities who were receiving SSI/SSP were not eligible to receive Supplement Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits (AKA food stamps) instead, consumers were provided a $10 benefit to purchase food. SSI/SSP beneficiaries are now eligible to apply and receive CalFresh benefits. 

AT Program Updates
AT consumers with disabilities are encouraged to apply for CalFresh benefits. 
The 28 Independent Living Centers will have the opportunity to enroll current consumers into the CalFresh program.  To facilitate this effort, DOR plans to post a limited term Association Governmental Program Analyst (AGPA) position to manage the Cal-Fresh contracts for the ILC’s that are interested in providing Cal-Fresh services. 

DOR filled the open Assistive Technology Grant Administration position left-opened by Ann Bui with Karl Ortega.  Karl has three years working experience with the California Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities (CCEPD) and the Youth Leadership Forum for Student with Disabilities (YLF) committees. Karl is familiar with the Bagley Keene Open Meeting Act and he understands the importance of his role as it relates to holding public meetings. Karl also has prior experience working with DOR leadership and he has assisted committee members with developing and facilitating meeting outcomes.  

TBI Program Updates
The first Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Committee meeting was held on February 25, 2019 in Sacramento. DOR appointed 13 advisory board members who represent TBI survivors, caregivers, health provides, disability organizations, state agencies, injury control programs and TBI foundations. DOR has two vacant TBI Advisory Committee positions and plans to fill the vacant seats with members who represent the interest of domestic violence and homelessness. The TBI Advisory Committee is a three-year federally funded program through the Administration for Community Living (ACL) and committee members will focus on four areas of interest: Developing a TBI registry, creating a statewide needs assessment, developing a TBI state plan and identifying sustainable funding. 
Agenda Item 5:  Guest Speaker Paula Margeson (Dale McIntosh Center for the Disabled)
Paula Margeston and Jose Pena from the Dale McIntosh Center in Anaheim provided committee members with an overview assistive technology tools, the challenges using assistive technology tools, and they discussed many programs and services the center offers. The Dale McIntosh Center has served Orange county of over 40 years with: Advocacy, aging with vision loss, assistive technology, community transition services housing, mobility training, and other services and programs. One challenge for the center is locating reasonable pricing for Assistive Technology devices. Assistive Technology devices are expense and there is a lack of funding to purchase equipment for some consumers. Another challenge for the center is working with many consumers who are unemployed or have limited income which makes it difficult to pay for assistive technology equipment. The Dale McIntosh Center is also challenged with locating affordable housing for some consumers who now live in older homes or apartments that are not accessible. The center continues to look for creative funding sources that will make the lives of people with disabilities better. 

Agenda Item 6: Update from Ability Tools, CFILC staff
CFILC Program Manager Kevin Hansen and CFILC Program Coordinator Emily Flynn provided advisory board members with a quarterly Ability Tools Report and update.  The overview provided members with information about ability tools, services, the Assistive Technology Exchange, Partner Programs (Digital Access Project & Voice Options and more information on state leadership activities and state level activities. CFILF staff also provided committee members with updates on the state leadership activities: Public Awareness, Technical Assistance and Training as well as updates on the following state level activities: Device Demonstration, Device Lending, State Financing and Device Reuse. Members were provided a 11-page Microsoft PowerPoint hand-out with all the updates. CFILC Program Director Ann Bui informed members how the CFILC distributes information through social media platforms using a digital format. Digital formats are used because a digital format is accessible. 

Agenda Item 7: Discussion: Feedback from ATAC regarding Ability Tools activities
Chair Grott led a discussion on Ability Tool Activities with CFILC Program Director Ann Bui. Chair Grott discussed how the ATAC could better support the AT contract when subcommittees have a specific focus and challenges are identified and reported on a status report with plans to move forward.  

 

Agenda Item 8: Subcommittee Break-Out
Chair, Ray Grott decided to continue an open discussion about AT Ability Tools rather than have a subcommittee break-out to allow committee members an opportunity to further develop the focus of the subcommittees to better support the AT contract. 

CFILC Program Director Bui discussed the two aspects of AT Training for AT advocates and sub-contractors. The first aspect of training is to make sure that AT advocates and subcontractors are familiar with the greatest and latest technology and to make sure AT advocates and subcontracts support best practices. The second area of training is for the general public. To bring public awareness and build partnerships for those who want to learn. CFILC Program Manager Bui explained that a major challenge the whole AT network is staff capacity and building expertise. 

CFILC Program Director Bui also provided members with an update on the AT demonstration state level activities and she informed members that the first phase of AT3 Training was completed on February 12 by Dr. Kathy Laurin, AT3 Center Technical Assistance Specialist, Clayton Guffey and Heidi Lervik who are with the Arizona ATP. There is an additional AT3 training planned in Southern California in May 2019. 

Chair, Grott and CFILC Program Director Bui led a discussion on ATAC Program Quarterly reporting Tool and members discussed different strategies for ATAC members should consider to better support the goals and objectives for State Leadership and State Level activities. Members discussed possibly splitting the committee into subcommittees to support the objectives; however, members decided this would not be feasible due to resources and concerns with Bagley Keene Open Meeting Act. 

Member Mathes agreed it would be a good idea to look at different strategies to better support the committee objectives and goals. He also pointed out it’s the how that is important. Member Mathes said the plan should include ideas based on what the CFILC can do and the plan should include information from the AT state plan.  The CFILC input should be sent to DOR for additional input. He said DOR staff could suggest some strategies and recommendations for the ATAC members to consider. 

DOR ILCAD Chief England offered DOR staff support to draft some ideas and possible recommendations to consider moving the discussion forward. She agreed that DOR could work with CFILC staff and discuss some ideas to bring back to ATAC members for consideration.  

Agenda Item 9: Group Discussion of break-out sessions
Advisory board members continued their discussion on AT Ability tools to gain a better understanding of the AT contract.  

Agenda Item 10: Update from Committee and respective communities/agencies
Chair Grott opened discussion on community and agencies perspective updates. Member Buzolich informed members that the California Department of Education (CDE) referred to the clearing house and media technology perspective. CDE took state adopted reading materials and converted the materials into an accessible format for Kindergarteners to Eight grade for students with disabilities. Marketing is a big issue at CDE, and many consumers are not aware this is a free resource. The CDE has become more diligent in getting information out to prospective consumers by presenting at many conferences and exhibit halls tables throughout California communities. 

Member Shin says 2017 schools went through an audit from the Chancellor office and  the Chancellor provided a report that required faculty to make their class materials accessible. This is a real challenge for DSPS faculty to make school materials accessible because there was a reduction in staff.  Now, DSPS is educating staff on how to make school materials accessible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Member Presley said the San Francisco Technical Council is focusing on cultivating connections to help seniors and people with disability thrive at home.  The SF Tech Council is funded by the City of San Francisco and coordinated by Community Living Campaign. The SF Tech Council brings together leaders from the technology and business communities, city agencies, community-based organizations, philanthropy, academia and healthcare. 

The Committee shared updates within their prospective agencies and communities.

Agenda Item 11: Discussion of agenda items and logistics for next ATAC meeting
The next ATAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 11 at 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. via a teleconference.


Agenda Item 12: Call for a motion to adjourn the 

Meeting Adjourned at 3:42 pm
Motion to adjourn moved by Georgy Mathes, Jennifer Buzolich seconded motion.
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