Assistive Technology Advisory Committee (ATAC)
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk29387830][bookmark: _Hlk10718754]Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020
1:00 pm to 3:30pm

Public Participation Options
Video Conference: 
Blackboard Collaborate

Note: Best used on Google Chrome, Firefox, Safari and Edge to connect with video conference.
Teleconference: 
+1-571-392-7650 PIN: 551 130 3980

Website URL: http://www.dor.ca.gov/boards-and-committees/ATAC
Contact person(s): Karl Ortega, 916-558-5395
karl.ortega@dor.ca.gov or Kevin Hansen, 916-558-5476 kevin.hansen@dor.ca.gov
Committee Members (present or joined remotely)
· Karen Andersen, Member at Large
· Jennifer Buzolich, California Department of Education
· Ray Grott, Chair, Assistive Technology Advisory Committee
· Sandra Hamameh, California Workforce Development Board
· Gregory Mathes, AT Consortium, Southern, CA
· Lenore Presley, Deaf-Blind Community Member, Sacramento, CA
· Jorge Ruiz, Independent Living Center Representative, Salinas, CA
· April Shin, Cerritos College, Norwalk, CA
· Jennifer Walsh, Co-Chair Assistive Technology Advisory Committee
· Brian Winic, Deaf & Hard of Hearing, Santa Barbara, CA 
DOR Staff (present or joined remotely)
· Victor Duron, Deputy Director, Independent Living Community Access Division (ILCAD)
· Megan Sampson, Independent Living Assistive Technology Section (ILATS) Chief
· Karl Ortega, Staff Services Manager I Specialist
· Kevin Hansen, AT Grant Administrator
CFILC Staff (present or joined remotely)
· Christina Mills, CFILC Executive Director
· Kathrine Crowley, CFILC AT Coordinator
ATAC Member who was absent
· Lexi Backstrom, Riverside County of Office of Education
Agenda Item 1: Call to order
Chair Grott called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM.
Agenda Item 2: Welcome and Introductions
Chair Grott welcomed ATAC members. Members and guests introduced themselves. 
Agenda Item 3: Review Agenda and Meeting Minutes (Act and Discuss)
Motion: It was moved by member Buzolich and seconded by member Andersen to approve the March 10, 2020 Meeting Minutes with the correction to spell-out acronyms and to update a spelling error in members present section.
Motion was approved by an 9-0-0 vote (Yes – Members: Andersen, Buzolich, Grott, Hamameh, Mathes, Presley, Shin, Walsh, and Winic), (No – Members: 0), (Abstain – Members: 0).
Agenda Item 4: DOR update, Victor Duron
(ILCAD) Deputy Director Duron provided members with update on Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) services and explained what the department has done over the past three months to address COVID -19 concerns. 
· DOR kept offices open to ensure the availability of services across the state for those who needed services and practiced social distancing techniques. This was especially important for those who were not able to receive services through other modalities.
· DOR partnered with other state entities and community partners across the state including:  The California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC) – Ability Tools, AT Providers, Independent Living Programs, Traumatic Brain Injury Programs, and Older Individuals who are Blind programs to make sure they are aware of DOR services, share information, provide cross training, and technical support.  
· DOR supports maximum flexibility of funds to the maximum extent allowable as DOR recognizes that that community partners have transitioned to a virtual environment to provide for the delivery of services through a remote venue.
· DOR did not escape the state budget impact. Members were informed that the Governor’s May Budget Revise proposed a 10 percent reduction in personnel expenditures for all state departments across the board, a 5 percent reduction in state contract expenditures and a one-time 2.1 million dollars cut to the Independent Living Grants. The situation continues to evolve and we expect to hear more soon.  
· Currently, there is no impact to the AT Act Funding and no proposed reductions. 
· The Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) is supported 100 percent by the state general fund and there is support to maintain the funding for now. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk48201375]Dwight Batman joined the Independent Living Movement 27 years ago and he worked as a Grant Administrator in the ILCAD for DOR from 2009 to 2020, retired in April 2020. 
· ILATS has been in contact with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) regarding the Voice Options Pilot Project and there are no proposed reductions at this time. 
· The Voice Options Program made great progress. The contract was executed and the initial orientation and in-depth training with the 10 Voice Options Partners is scheduled next week. Finally, the public facing website is ready to launch.  
· Other exciting news, Megan Sampson accepted the Chief of ILATS, and she fills in the vacancy left opened after Carrie England’s departure to the State Independent Living Council. 
· The 30th anniversary of the Americans with Disability Act will be celebrated in July. 
Agenda Item 5: AT Grant Renewal Discussion
ILCAD Deputy Director Duron led a discussion on the AT Grant Renewal and informed members about the following: 
· AT Act funds are primarily operationalized through the CFILC. DOR is currently in year two of the three-year grant which ends in September 2021. The grant was setup as competitive grant that would be reviewed every couple of years. 
· With the current 3-year AT Grant Model, DOR would need to begin competing the grant in October through a Request for Proposal (RFP) and complete the process by September 2021 with ATAC input. 
· Discussion on ‘Right Sizing’ the AT Grant. This means AT Funds would be fully expended in the grant cycle funds were encumbered to eliminate the need for a grant amendment in the future. 
· A recommendation to invite our AT Technical Assistance Liaisons, Diane Golden, Ph.D with Center for Assistive Technology Act Data Assistance (CATADA) and Rob Groenendaal a Federal Technical Assistant with the Administration of Community Living to discuss how other states AT Programs are structured as we explore ways to find consistency in the program. 
· CFILC Executive Director Mills agreed that ATAC should consider making the AT a sustainable program that meets the needs of the community and eliminate the need to continually rebid the program. 
· Chair Grott recalls sending a letter to the Director that mentions the ATAC shifting to a model used by other states called ‘Designated Entity’. Therefore, the ATAC has already taken a position. CFILC Executive Director Mills agreed a letter was sent but no response was ever received. DOR staff will follow-up and obtain a copy of letter that will be forwarded to ILCAD Deputy Director Duron and the ATAC for further review. An agenda item will be added to the next meeting for further discussion. 
· ILCAD Deputy Duron reminded members that If the grant renewal process becomes lengthy, or requires more deliberation or investigation, members should consider extending the AT for now to avoid rushing to a decision. 

Agenda Item 6: AT Needs to Respond to Covid-19
CFILC Executive Director Mills led a discussion on AT activities and outcomes that relates to responding to Covid-19.  Members were informed about the following:
· On March 13, CFILC the AT Implementing Entity, made the decision to move to a virtual environment where staff would work remotely. There was no decrease in services provided. 
· Some Device Lending and Demonstration Centers (DLDC’s) remained opened to provide device demonstrations and loans on many AT devices and a few DLDC’s closed due to their own policies and procedures resulting from the COVID 19 Pandemic. 
· The opened DLDC’s discovered the highest number of devices in need were: Tablets, Chromebooks, and computers. 
· CFILC was able to assist some teachers and students with disabilities who required AT equipment that was not provided through the school district. 
· CFILC was able to shift equipment to some opened DLDC’s to meet the service needs of consumers.
· Sanitation of equipment was a big concern and sanitation. There are plans to address consumer safety concerns to include sanitizing equipment when equipment is checked-out and checked back-in. 
· Some consumer short term loans were extended as CFILC works on developing additional guidance and procedures for contractors.
· CFILC partnered with the National Assistive Technology Act Technical Assistance and Training Center (AT3) on educational best practices to determine what other AT Device Lending Libraries are doing to sanitize equipment. 
· Member Buzolich with the Department of Education said (DOE) is a massive department and all departments are working in different ways to provide students with access to technology to support their education. The Superintendent of Public Instruction is leading many task force groups and private agencies to provide students access to technology. Member Buzolich works in the Administrator, Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division, that supports teachers and students with disabilities by providing accessible materials in braille and large print. The team is now able to ship materials to a teacher or to a student’s home. 
Agenda Item 7: Quarterly Report from Ability Tools, CFILC staff
CFILC Executive Director Mills led the discussion and informed members about the following:
· The Governor appointed Executive Director Mills to serve on the Master Plan Advisory Committee, the Long-Term Services and Support Subcommittee. Recently the subcommittee issued a report that increased access to assistive technology, internet access, and management disaster resources for long term services support. The committee is working to clearly define Long Term Service (LTS) and Long-Term Care (LTC) for consumers.
· CFILC is involved in a new one-year pilot program with Pacific Gas and Electric that resulted from leverage AT Act dollars. The new program, Disability Disaster Access & Resource (DARC) is supported in the field by Independent Living Centers in 56 of the 58 counties through-out the state to provide back-up battery relief and resources for seniors and People with Disabilities for those who live in high risk fire areas. The program also assists consumers with developing a consumer specific disaster plan. This program has allowances for hotel rooms, food assistance and accessible transportation during a Public Safety Power Shutoff event.  
· CFILC continues to increase Assistive Technology knowledge and partnership through the Ability and Resource Connection and the 
The Department on Aging is interested in expanding the Device and Demonstration Center Model.  
· Chair Grott was looking for status on AT Grant Deliverables in Ability Tools. CFILC, AT Coordinator Crowley, said Device Lending and Demonstration Centers continue to provide services and loans to the public and to make services more accessible. She agreed to report back to the ATAC on how centers are performing on AT Grant deliverables. 
· Member Presley asked Member Buzolich how are Deaf and Blind children and students being served during Covid-19,  especially with school closures. Member Buzolich said there are several specialty schools, The California School for the Deaf and The California School for the Blind. One location is in Fremont and there is a Riverside location for the Deaf. These schools are doing lots of work to support schools and family transitions. There are resources available on the websites. Member Buzolich will work to locate some additional resources to share with members. 
Agenda Item 8: ATAC Recruitment Strategy
Chair Grott let the discussion recruit and composition and provided members with the following:  
· Chair Grott recommended revisiting the Bylaws to determine whether a member could remain on the committee past their term and should the committee conduct additional outreach and how would this be accomplished. 
· ILCAD Deputy Duron reminded members this was an opportunity to revisit the structure members would want to see. Members may want to consider diversity in terms of ethic and cultural representation, or possibly consider Assistive Technology in Healthcare settings as considerations.  
· Members were encouraged to send an email individually of your ATAC Recruitment Strategy Ideas to DOR staff to create a robust list to discuss at the next meeting. 
· Chair Grott will include the ATAC Recruitment Strategy as an agenda item for the next meeting to provide members with more opportunity to discuss the topic further. 
· Member Buzolich agreed that further discussion would be great and recommended bring in a student perspective or a parent of a student perspective to obtain the ‘Younger Child Perspective’. 
· Member Hamameh requested more information on data collection methods for digital divide and how are state agencies and community partners defining digital divide post Covid-19. What is the ATAC role to address digital divide? 
Agenda Item 9: Updates from Committee and respective communities/agencies
· Member Andersen shared a consolidation of information on the State Council on Developmental Disabilities on Covid-19. A regional survey concluded that 70 percent of the respondents found the efforts and resources provided on Covid-19 was successful. Covid-19 informational content was placed on brochures and videos in English and Spanish. Consumers found the information to be extremely useful. Member Andersen will provide a link to DOR staff to share with members.  
· Member Grott asked members to provide their important links in the ‘Chat’ to DOR staff in an email for distribution. This would include a link to the SF Tech Council, the Digital Divide and any information on Master Plan Advisory Committee, the Long-Term Services and Support Subcommittee, etc. https://www.sftechcouncil.org/    
· Member Presley requested to extend the ATAC recruitment until Fall.
· Member Shin informed members that Cerritos College hired a new Dean named Celeste Phelps who will start on July 13, 2020.
Agenda Item 10: Discussion agenda items and logistics for future ATAC meetings
a. Next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, 2020 from 10:30 am to 4:00 pm. The meeting will be a teleconference call over Blackboard Collaborative.
Agenda Item 11: Public comment 
· There was no Public Comment.
Agenda Item 12: Call for a motion to adjourn the meeting
Motion to adjourn meeting was moved by member Buzolich and seconded by member Shin. Motion was approved to adjourn the meeting.
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