Resource for Independent Living PowerPoint Presentation in Accessible Format, September 12, 2019


Slide 1: Resources for Independent Living (RIL’S) Assistive Technology Program (Picture of RIL logo)

Slide 2: A little about me? How Assistive Technology (AT) has changed my life?
· I have a background in the medical field primarily working with people with disabilities and the geriatric population. 
· I obtained an A.S. in Occupational Therapy Assisting from Sacramento City in 2015
· In 2016 life for me changed as my vision declined in my only seeing eye. I soon found out that life without AT would be difficult.
What do I use?
· Computer: JAWS and Magnifiers
· Different types of glass: reading and computer glasses
· iPhone with voice over 

Slide 3: What is Assistive Technology & why it’s important? (Picture of cup with straws on left and smart glasses on right)
· Assistive Technology (AT) is any tool, equipment, software or device that is used to increase, maintain and improve function capabilities.
· Items can vary from low tech items such straws or something that is high tech such smart glasses for the visually impaired.

Slide 4: What is new with RIL’s At program? (Walkers with various items on and around it.) 
· Recently RIL received some funding that allowed us to purchase some additional items for our Device Lending and Demonstration Center (DLDC)
· With this funding we now have at least an additional 50 items that are available to loan out to consumers.

Slide 5: What is new with RIL’s At program (cont…)?
· RIL is also participating in the Reuse program that can fix up things like power wheelchairs and scooter and match them with consumers in need. 
· We recently took advantage of this program when we needed to make repairs on a chair donated to our AT Program.  We are currently getting it in safe and working condition in order to gift it to a consumer in need!

Slide 6: Special Recognition (Multi-colored arms raised in solidarity)
· A young lady who was in girl scouts contacted RIL interested in doing a fundraiser specifically for our AT department. This young lady and her friend fundraised $300.00 to help a community member in need.
· We have not decided what this money will go to but our hope that it will help someone in need!

Slide 7: Success stories of RIL’s AT program (Smiley face with a smile touching iPad)
Voice Options
· Voice Options was a huge success for our AT Program, we were able to assist those in need to increase communication access to their family, friends and communities
· One consumer stands out when we think of this program. This individual had a stroke and was unable to speak to his family and friends. With this voice option program he was able to communicate to his family he had a huge smile on his face.

Slide 8: Success stories of RIL’s AT program
Consumer Testimonies  
· RIL was able to match a consumer in need with a CCTV that was donated to us. This consumer was so excited to get this item. He was able to increase his independence and take care of some of his personal affairs such as reading his mail and taking care of his finances.
· RIL was recently able to assist a consumer in need with a 2 wheel walker, the consumer had one but was not in a safe working condition. We were able to give him a walker that was donated to us. He left RIL very happy.

Slide 9: Successes continued for Community involvement 
· RIL AT Program has increased their network by connecting with other organizations in the community such as Society for the Blind and Workability 3. We have also been in community at several outreach events serving different populations such as youth(YLF Resource Fair), seniors (National Night Out) and those in the work force (SETA Job Fair).
· The word about RIL’s DLDC is getting out in the community there have been an increase of organizations, state agencies, community members and educators!!

Slide 10: Challenges for RIL’s AT Program
A few challenges that RIL’s AT program has encountered are:
· Misconception of our DLDC Program that items are for loan and not to be kept permanently.
· There seem to be an increase fake accounts.
· Finding funding for those with limited and fixed income.
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Slide 11: Questions (Picture of chalkboard with the word “questions” and a question mark)

