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The Orientation Center for the Blind (OCB) is a Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) owned and operated residential immersion training facility that helps adults with visual impairments adjust to blindness. 

In concurrence with the DOR Blind Field Services (BFS) vision, the OCB vision is that every blind and visually impaired Californian who wants to work should be working; and every blind and visually impaired Californian who may not believe they can work, is provided the requisite counseling to overcome their barriers to employment.

OCB Program Census Results 4th Quarter State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2017/2018
1. The average number of consumers served per month for the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18 was 27.
· The OCB admitted 8 new participants during the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18. 
· OCB completed 5 Comprehensive Work-Related Behavior and Skills assessments for BFS consumers.
· Seven OCB participants completed the program during the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18.
· As of the writing of this report, OCB has provided or is scheduled to provide tours to 38 consumers and potentially eligible consumers during the fourth quarter of SFY17/18, 20 of whom were high school students.
· OCB served 9 transition age youth during the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18. 
· During the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18, OCB provided lodging services to 1 non-OCB DOR consumer who received services through the Lighthouse for the Blind Employment Immersion program. 
Outreach Efforts
As a means for increasing enrollment at OCB, there are continued outreach strategies to recruit DOR consumers. Continuing outreach efforts are being conducted through communication with field counselors individually, through attending unit meetings, bimonthly BFS managers meetings, the SB105 annual conference, and other efforts as listed below.

During the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18, OCB participated in the following:  
· American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) National Leadership Conference
· Presented and participated on panels at California Transcribers and Educators for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CTEBVI)
· Attended Peralta College District Disability Services Annual event
· Presented at Lions Club dinner
· Hosted and provided training to San Francisco State University (SFSU) Mobility Instructor graduate students on GPS via the iPhone
· Hosted SuperNova training workshop
· Attended SFSU Recruitment Fair and provided outreach to Bay Area Mental Health providers in attendance
· Provided feedback and consultation to Solano Street Project team on San Pablo Corridor Planning teams
Administrative and Personnel Updates
Active postings and interviewing during the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18 include: Custodian, Qualified Rehabilitation Professional (known locally as Rehab Counselor), Food Service Technician I, Cook Specialist II, and Vocational Instructor (Computer and Related Technologies). Former OCB participant Nancy Ochoa hired for the dorm counselor vacancy. 
Curriculum Enhancement/Development/Strategic Planning 
Program enhancement has been at the forefront during the past fiscal year. The following activities took place during the fourth quarter of SFY 17/18: 
· Golden Gate Park Job Fair 
· Presentation by staff from the Lighthouse for the Blind San Francisco
· Hiking trip and beep ball – Tilden Park
· Eschenbach product demonstration and question and answer session
· Guide Dogs for the Blind Lifestyle Workshop
· Provided in-service training to OCB participants about using universal precaution practices to prevent transmission of communicable illness
· World of Work Inventory (WOWI) accessible career interest and aptitude tool continues to be available for OCB participants and local BFS consumers
· Held workshops on accessible career interest inventories, Occupational Outlook Handbook, Career Connect, finding a mentor, mynextmove.org, quick and easy labor market research, understanding sexual harassment and the work-place, and understanding the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE).
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