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Vision: The California Business Enterprises Program (BEP) is the preferred food service of choice. This self-employment option expands the economic opportunities for the blind while providing an enjoyable experience for the customer. The program’s advances affirm that people with disabilities are integral to the social and economic success of our world.

Below are significant updates that have occurred since the last Blind Advisory Committee (BAC) meeting.

BEP Staffing

Roger Jacobs, a Business Enterprises Consultant (BEC) in the LA Field office, vacated his position in April. BEP is currently in the process of recruiting a BEC to fill behind Roger.

Location Announcements, Awards, and Selections

Location Development Officer, Bill Hubbard, has been exploring new build opportunities with the Judicial Council of California and the General Services Administration. In addition, he is exploring sites throughout California which include sites in the private sector that are not subject to Randolph-Sheppard priority to expand the program.

The following locations have been awarded since the last BAC meeting:

Location 758: East District County Courts Building, Pomona, awarded to Gloria Blanco.

Location 1042: East County Alameda Courthouse, Dublin, awarded to Tristen Kelley.

Location 1032: Hunter Hill Roadside Rest, CHP & USFS, Vallejo, awarded to Reynold Chen.

Location 727: IRS, City Hall, State Bldg., Fed. Court. Bldg., Fresno, awarded to Jerry Gann.

Location 1008: United States Coast Guard, San Diego, awarded to Andrew Kilpatrick.

Location 894: Donner Summit Roadside Rest, Truckee, awarded to Reynold Chen.

Location 649: South Bay Regional Center, Chula Vista, awarded to Francisco Flores.

Location 883: Pleasant Valley State Prison, Coalinga, awarded to Juan Aguilar.

Location 1016: San Francisco Federal Building and Hall of Justice, San Francisco, awarded to Reynold Chen.

Location 1041: Stockton Superior Courthouse, Stockton, awarded to Tristen Kelley.

Location 885: High Desert State Prison & California Correctional Center, Susanville, awarded, pending vendor 3-day acceptance rule.

Pending selections:

Location 655: Energy Commission, Bateson, Bonderson & Watkins Building, Sacramento, selections 6/20/2018.

BEP Training 

The February-April 13-week training was a success. On May 2, 2018, two students graduated and are now BEP Licensees. BEP currently has three candidates that will be interviewing with the Applicant Review Panel on June 21, 2018. The next BEP Training is scheduled for August 2018.

Procurement Section Overview

Purchases made from March 2018 to May 2018:
· 52 Vending Machines totaling $ 305,222 
· 397 pieces of equipment totaling $ 338, 693

Procurement total is $643, 915 for this time period.

Other Related Location Information

In April of 2018 the United States Coast Guard (USCG) released a Request for Quote for Full Food Galley Services for the USCG Sector, San Diego. BEP released a location announcement to all vendors prior to the release of the solicitation, and Andrew Kilpatrick, along with his teaming partner Food Services Inc. of Gainesville, were selected to complete a proposal for BEP’s review and submittal to the USCG in May 2018. BEP is currently awaiting the outcome of the selection process by the USCG and is excited for the opportunity that this contract could provide for our vendor and program. 

[bookmark: _Hlk507750833]DOR submitted a proposal to the United States Navy in response to a solicitation for Food Service Attendant Services at 6 naval facilities in San Diego. Jerry Gann, along with his teaming partner, is the selected vendor chosen for this location. As the Navy does not consider these services to be within the Randolph Sheppard priority, DOR submitted a letter of protest to assert priority and a request to the United States Department of Education (USDOE) to initiate arbitration against the Navy. This arbitration was held May 3rd and the Department is currently awaiting decision from the panel.

In October of this year the United States Marine Corps (USMC) released a solicitation for the West Coast Regional Garrison Food Services. The Department in conjunction with the State of Arizona submitted a proposal on behalf of five California vendors and one Arizona vendor by the January 5th deadline. BEP is currently awaiting the outcome of the selection process by the USMC and is excited for the opportunity that this contract could provide for the vendors and program, which will be the largest contract ever obtained in the history of the Randolph Sheppard program.

In June of 2017 the Navy released a solicitation for full food services for the Naval Auxiliary Landing Field, San Clemente Island. There was no mention of the RSA priority included in the solicitation. The Navy responded to DOR’s two letters asserting the Randolph Sheppard priority stating that the contract is not subject to this priority. While there was no mention of the Randolph Sheppard priority in the solicitation, BEP vendor Tristen Kelley, along with his selected teaming partner, FSIG, were selected to complete a proposal for BEP’s review and submittal to the Navy in July 2017. The Navy did not accept DOR’s proposal due to the price being well above the lowest bid. DOR has decided to send a request to the USDOE to initiate arbitration against the Navy for not recognizing the Randolph Sheppard priority.

In June 2017, the contracting office at Fort Irwin released a Sources Sought notice for the follow-on contract in which they excluded one of the locations that BEP is currently operating through BEP vendor, Ron Long. In the Sources Sought Notice the Army identified only one of the two buildings would be subject to the Randolph Sheppard priority as the other was food attendant services. As a result of the notice, BEP submitted a letter to the contracting office advising them of the priority and sharing with them an arbitration decision from USDOE, brought on by the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services, which ruled against the Army, Fort Sill, stating that Food Attendant Services were subject to the priority. BEP received a call from the Army stating that a 5-month bridge contract would be sole-sourced to BEP and to expect the solicitation to be released later in the year. The bridge contract was awarded to BEP April 23rd. BEP continues to monitor this situation closely.

Other Key Activities

Set-aside Fees

The temporary set-aside fee reduction implemented in October 2015 remains in effect this quarter. BEP continues to monitor the fund balance to ensure accurate and sufficient account balances are maintained.

Regulations

BEP worked in conjunction with the California Vendors Policy Committee (CVPC) Rules Subcommittee to amend section 7221 of the California Code of Regulations which addresses late penalty fees. The amended regulations were approved by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) in September 2017. The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) must also review all amended or new regulations after OAL approval before they go into effect. The regulations are currently under review by RSA.
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