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The Orientation Center for the Blind (OCB) is a Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) owned and operated residential immersion training facility that helps adults with visual impairments adjust to blindness. 

In concurrence with the DOR Blind Field Services (BFS) vision, the OCB vision is that every blind and visually impaired Californian who wants to work should be working; and every blind and visually impaired Californian who may not believe they can work, is provided the requisite counseling to overcome their barriers to employment.

OCB Program Census Results 2nd Quarter State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2018/2019
1. The average number of consumers served per month for the second quarter of SFY 18/19 is anticipated to be 35.
· The OCB will have admitted 4 new participants during the second quarter of SFY 18/19.
· 8 participants will complete the program during the second quarter of SFY 18/19.
· As of this time, no participants have left OCB without completing the program during the second quarter of SFY 18/19. 
· As of the second week of November, OCB had provided tours to 4 consumers. 
· The OCB served 12 transition age youth during the second quarter of SFY 18/19. 
· Over the course of the second quarter of SFY 18/19, OCB provided lodging services to zero non-OCB DOR consumers. 
Outreach Efforts
As a means for increasing enrollment at OCB, there are continued outreach strategies to increase utilization of the OCB services by DOR consumers. Continuing outreach efforts are being conducted through communication with field counselors individually, through attending unit meetings, bimonthly BFS managers meetings, the SB105 annual conference, and other efforts as listed below.

During the second quarter of SFY 18/19, OCB participated in the following:  
· Outreach and tour with Berkeley Adult School 
· Presented at the U.S. Department of Agriculture/ARS Western Regional Research Center as part of National Disability Employment Awareness Month activities 
· Presented at Richmond Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
· Alameda County Voter Registration Drive 
· Interactive tour for Albany Middle School
· Administrator attended the National Federation of the Blind of California annual convention
· Puppy Raising Club meets at OCB monthly

Administrative and Personnel Updates
Active postings and interviewing during the second quarter of SFY 2018/2019 included: Qualified Rehabilitation Professional (known locally as Rehab Counselor), Vocational Instructor (Computer and Related Technologies) and Staff Services Assistant (General). 

Curriculum Enhancement/Development/Strategic Planning 
Program enhancement has been at the forefront during the past fiscal year. The following activities took place during the fourth quarter of SFY 18/19: 
· Presentation from Lars Eric Holm, Disaster Preparedness Coordinator,
Alameda County, as part of Great California Shakeout.
· HIMS Braille notetaker and refreshable braille display demonstration
· Overnight kayaking and camping trip with Environmental Travelling Companions
· California Conservation Corps presentation
· Full Power Personal Safety Skills course 
· Behavioral Interviewing skills practice series
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