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Vision: The California Business Enterprises Program (BEP) is the preferred food service of choice. This self-employment option expands the economic opportunities for the blind while providing an enjoyable experience for the customer. The program’s advances affirm that people with disabilities are integral to the social and economic success of our world.

Below are significant updates that have occurred since the last Blind Advisory Committee (BAC) meeting.

BEP Staffing

Roger Jacobs, a Business Enterprises Consultant (BEC) in the LA Field office, vacated his position in April. Emefa Tsikata was hired to replace Roger. Emefa has over 10 years’ experience working in administrative, management, customer relations and project management roles in the Retail and Banking sector. Emefa has a master’s degree in Health Administration and a bachelor’s in Business Administration with a concentration in Finance, both from California State University, Northridge.

Location Announcements, Awards, and Selections

Location awards: July 15, 2018 to October 30, 2018

Location New: Hayward & Freemont Hall of Justice, awarded Tristen Kelley.

Location 869: Veterans Administration Building, San Diego, awarded Michael Davis.

Location 738: Chester H. Warlow Roadside Rest Area, Kingsburg, awarded, Tristen Kelley.

Location New Federal Aviation Administration, Lawndale, awarded, Elvia Jauregui.

Location 895 Ziggurat Building, Sacramento, awarded, Reynold Chen.

BEP Training 

The BEP Training has been revised to a 14-week format, allowing students to have additional time for Occupational Skills Training makeup dates as needed. The in-class curriculum covers approximately 30 modules in correlation with 20 days of Occupational Skills Training with a local BEP Vendor.

The last class graduated October 31st, with two students completing the course.  

BEP has two confirmed applicants preparing for the Applicant Review Panel to be held mid-November. The next training is scheduled for February 2019. 

Procurement Section Overview

Purchases made from July 16, 2018 to October 30, 2018:

· 107 Vending Machines totaling $692,992 
· 364 pieces of equipment totaling $351,458

Procurement total is $1,044,450 for this time period.

Other Related Location Information

[bookmark: _Hlk507750833]DOR submitted a proposal to the United States Navy in response to a solicitation for Food Service Attendant Services at 6 naval facilities in San Diego. Jerry Gann, along with his teaming partner, is the selected vendor chosen for this location. As the Navy does not consider these services to be within the Randolph Sheppard priority, DOR submitted a letter of protest to assert priority and a request to the United States Department of Education (USDOE) to initiate arbitration against the Navy. The arbitration was held May 3rd and the majority of the arbitration panel found that the services solicited by the Navy for the six galleys are covered by the Randolph-Sheppard Act.

In October of this year the United States Marine Corps (USMC) released a solicitation for the West Coast Regional Garrison Food Services. The Department in conjunction with the State of Arizona submitted a proposal on behalf of five California vendors and one Arizona vendor by the January 5th deadline. On July 9th DOR was notified by the USMC that our proposal was rated unacceptable and was 23% higher than the awarded contract. DOR requested a debrief from the USMC as to why our proposal was rated unacceptable. Upon receipt of the debrief letter, DOR submitted questions to the USMC regarding the letter. The USMC submitted their responses to these questions a few days later, and DOR is currently working with the vendors and teaming partner along with Arizona Department of Economic Security to consider its options for next steps.

In June of 2017 the Navy released a solicitation for full food services for the Naval Auxiliary Landing Field, San Clemente Island. There was no mention of the Randolph Sheppard priority included in the solicitation. The Navy responded to DOR’s two letters asserting the Randolph Sheppard (RS) priority stating that the contract is not subject to this priority. While there was no mention of the RS priority in the solicitation, BEP vendor Tristen Kelley, along with his selected teaming partner, FSIG, were selected to complete a proposal for BEP’s review and submittal to the Navy in July 2017. The Navy did not accept DOR’s proposal due to the price being well above the lowest bid. DOR has decided to send a request to the USDOE to initiate arbitration against the Navy for not recognizing the RS priority.

In June 2017, the contracting office at Fort Irwin released a Sources Sought notice for the follow-on contract in which they excluded one of the locations that BEP is currently operating through BEP vendor, Ron Long. In the Sources Sought Notice the Army identified only one of the two buildings would be subject to the RS priority as the other was food attendant services. As a result of the notice, BEP submitted a letter to the contracting office advising them of the priority and sharing with them an arbitration decision from USDOE, which ruled that Food Attendant Services were subject to the priority. BEP received a call from the Army in August stating that a 5-month contract extension would be sole-sourced to BEP and to expect the solicitation to be released the week of September 17, 2018. While these two services are currently combined on one contract, on August 30, 2018 the Army separated the contract and released 2 separate solicitations for the Dining Facility Attendant services (DFA) and the Full Food Service Services (FFS) at Irwin. The FFS solicitation mentions the RS Priority, however the solicitation for the DFA services do not. BEP sent a letter to the Army asking them to amend the DFA solicitation to recognize the RS Priority. Proposals for both were due by October 10th and DOR sent a request to the USDOE to initiate arbitration against the Army.

In April of 2018 the United States Coast Guard (USCG) released a Request for Quote for Full Food Galley Services for the USCG Sector, San Diego. BEP vendor, Andrew Kilpatrick, along with his teaming partner Food Services Inc. of Gainesville (FSIG), were selected to complete a proposal for BEP’s review and submittal to the USCG in May 2018. In September, BEP was notified that our proposal was not accepted due to the price being 24% higher than the awardee’s price.

Other Key Activities

Set-aside Fees

The temporary set-aside fee reduction implemented in October 2015 remains in effect this quarter. BEP continues to monitor the fund balance to ensure accurate and sufficient account balances are maintained.

Regulations

BEP worked in conjunction with the California Vendors Policy Committee (CVPC) Rules Subcommittee to amend section 7221 of the California Code of Regulations which addresses late penalty fees. The amended regulations were approved by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) in September 2017. The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) must also review all amended or new regulations after OAL approval before they go into effect. The regulations remain under review by RSA.
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