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BLIND ADVISORY COMMITTEE (BAC)

Wednesday, May 15, 2019
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Meeting Location
Department of Rehabilitation (DOR)
721 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, CA 95814
Conference Room 242

Teleconference line: (866) 707-6821
Pass code: 7878511

Bagley-Keene Act Notification 
The following are the public locations where BAC Members will be participating by teleconference and the public may attend:
Orientation Center for the Blind 
400 Adams Street
Albany, CA 94706

Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired
1155 Market Street, 10th floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103

Department of Rehabilitation 
Pasadena Branch
150 S. Los Robles Avenue, Suite 300
Pasadena, CA 91101-2437

Service Center for Independent Living
107 Spring Street
Claremont, California 91711

US Court House
312 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Public Participation - Interested members of the public are invited to attend the meeting in person or to join via the conference line.  To ensure all attendees can hear the committee members, and the speakers, those joining via the conference line are requested to mute their phone. If your phone does not have mute function, pressing *6 will toggle mute on/off.

Agenda Times - Times are approximate and may be adjusted if pressing new business is brought to the attention of the committee.


AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions
Chris Fendrick, Chair
The Chair will welcome attendees, conduct a roll call, establish a quorum and introduce DOR staff and members of the public.

Public comment

2. Approval of BAC Meeting Minutes and Review of the Action Items
Chris Fendrick, Chair
The Chair will lead the Committee in the approval of the minutes from the February 15, 2019 meeting and a review of the action items.

Public comment

3. DOR’s Website Redesign
Connie Nakano, Public Information Officer, Communications Office
An overview will be provided on the DOR’s new website design, including new features, intended to improve the user’s experience. Members will have an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback.

Public comment

4. California Transcribers and Educators for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CTEBVI) Conference
Chris Fendrick, BAC Chair 
The Chair will report on the April 2019 CTEBVI conference, including BFS participation.

Public comment

5. CalFresh 
Irene Walela, Deputy Director, Independent Living and Community Access Division
In summer 2019, seniors and individuals with disabilities who receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits will have the opportunity to apply for CalFresh. BAC members will learn how DOR is involved in the planning and implementation for this initiative. Members may offer feedback on strategies for stakeholder and client engagement.

Public comment

6. Providing Accessible Textbooks in a Timely Manner
Melissa Harris, Team Manager, BFS
Georgeta Tanase, Senior Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, BFS
Members will have an opportunity to engage in a discussion to identify possible solutions to deliver accessible textbooks to students in a timely manner in support of their educational goals.

Public comment

Lunch

7. Financial Participation 
Andi Mudryk, DOR Chief Counsel, Legal Affairs and Regulations
Kathi Mowers-Moore, Deputy Director, Vocational Rehabilitation and Policy Resources Division (VRPRD)
Suhail Syed, Associate Government Program Analyst (AGPA), Program Policy Implementation Unit

BAC members will learn about proposed changes to DOR’s financial participation policy for consumers. Members will have the opportunity to engage in an interactive discussion, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Public comment

8. Report from the Directorate 
Kelly Hargreaves, Chief Deputy Director
BAC members will receive a report from the Chief Deputy Director on organizational, state, and federal issues of interest to the BAC. Members will have an opportunity to ask questions and have an interactive dialogue.

Public comment

9. Update on the California Assistive Technologies, Services and Devices (Cal-ATSD) Supplier Directory
Fariba Shahmirzadi, Deputy Director, Administrative Services
Cynthia Robinson, Chief, Contracts and Procurement
Rosa Gomez, Assistant Deputy Director, Specialized Services Division (SSD)
BAC members will receive a status update on the Cal-ATSD and have an opportunity to ask questions and provide input.

Public comment

10. Report from Specialized Services Division 
Elena Gomez, Deputy Director, SSD
Rosa Gomez, Assistant Deputy Director, SSD
SSD Management
Members will receive an update on programs and services of the SSD.

Public comment

11. New Business
BAC members and members of the public will have the opportunity to address items of interest to the BAC that were not covered on the agenda and make recommendations for the next meeting’s agenda topics.

Public comment

4:00 
12. Adjourn
The meeting will adjourn at approximately 4:00.
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NOTES
This Meeting Notice and Agenda can also be accessed at the following website address: http://www.dor.ca.gov/Calendar.html.  Supplemental Meeting materials will be available for public viewing at the meeting site and can also be requested in alternate format from the contact person listed below. 
Questions or clarification on agenda topics can be made to the contact person listed below. 
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities who require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related meeting materials, and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in the meeting can make their request to the contact person listed below by telephone or e-mail.  The Requests must be received 7 days prior to the meeting. 
All agenda items are for information, discussion and/or action.  All times are approximate and provided for general planning convenience only.  Public Comments are allowed at the end of each discussion topic and limited up to 2 minutes per person.  Additionally, public comments may only be on the most recent topic.

Contact Person:
Kathleen Munyer
Advisory Committee Analyst, Specialized Services Division
California Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall, 4th Floor
Sacramento CA 95814
Phone: (916) 558-5489
E-mail: Kathleen.L.Munyer@dor.ca.gov


