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The Orientation Center for the Blind (OCB) is a Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) owned and operated residential immersion training facility that helps individuals with visual impairments adjust to blindness and prepare for competitive integrated employment. 

In concurrence with the DOR Blind Field Services (BFS) vision, the OCB vision is that every blind and visually impaired Californian who wants to work should be working; and every blind and visually impaired Californian who may not believe they can work, is provided the requisite counseling to overcome their barriers to employment.

OCB Program Census Results Year-to-Date State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2018/2019
1. The average number of consumers served per month year-to-date for SFY 18/19 is 31.
· OCB has admitted 23 new participants since the beginning of SFY 18/19.
· 14 participants have completed the program thus far in SFY 18/19.
· Year-to-date for SFY 18/19, 3 participants have left the OCB without completing the program; one left voluntarily to seek treatment for substance use disorder, one left for other medical reasons and plans to return in future, and one was asked to leave for behavioral issues and referred to appropriate services through the BFS field counselor. 
· SFY 18/19 year-to-date, OCB has provided tours to 53 individual consumers and 6 groups including California School for the Blind, UC Berkeley School of Optometry, San Francisco School District staff, Albany Middle School, Guide Dogs for the Blind apprentices, and California School for the Blind low vision clinic staff.
· As of the writing of this report, OCB is providing services to 7 transition age youth. 
Outreach Efforts
As a means for advancing awareness about OCB, BFS and DOR, and promoting involvement and inclusion in the local community, outreach efforts have been a sustained focus for staff in the first half of SFY 18/19. In addition to increasing utilization through regular communication with field counselors individually, 
and through attending unit meetings, bimonthly BFS managers meetings, and the SB105 annual conference, OCB has participated in the outreach efforts listed below since the date of the last report.
· Participation on the newly re-established Transition Council Forum 
· Hosted a meeting of the City of Albany Transportation Planning Committee including a tour of OCB and visits with mobility staff to various intersections in the area
· Met with a Marketing Specialist on the User Experience Research team at Google
· Continue to work with the Richmond Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
· Met with the director of Center for Vision Enhancement, Merced
· Toured Services for Brain Injury (SBI), San Jose 

Administrative and Personnel Updates
Active postings and interviewing as of the writing of this report include: Qualified Rehabilitation Professional (known locally as Rehab Counselor), Vocational Instructor (Computer and Related Technologies), Custodian, Counselor OCB (known locally as dorm counselor), Office Technician-Typing, Cook Specialist II, Food Service Technician I, and Staff Services Assistant (General). 

Facility improvement projects are under way through the Department of General Services and include roof repairs in the dormitory and gymnasium buildings, new flooring throughout, and new LED lighting in the dorm and on the grounds. The City of Albany has undertaken a large project to clear the adjacent creek bed of invasive species with the aim of decreasing erosion and flooding. OCB hopes to see a lessening of flooding along the pathway referred to as “the snake walk” as a result of these efforts. 

Curriculum Enhancement/Development/Strategic Planning 
The following program enhancement activities have taken place in SFY 18/19 since the last report: 
· Healthy Relationships Workshop presented by Planned Parenthood
· Berkeley Public Library presentation and library card sign up 
· Monthly AT demonstrations by local vendors
· Upcoming overnight ski trip with Environmental Travelling Companions
· Note taking and study habits workshop
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