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RESOLUTION 2018-03
Outcomes of State-Funded Residential Training Centers

WHEREAS, residential training for the blind can be a powerful way for blind people to learn the skills and self-confidence to succeed in future education and employment; and

WHEREAS, FOR DECADES the state of California has funded DOR clients at three in-state residential training centers in San Pablo, Albany and Los Angeles, as well as out-of-state residential training centers; and

WHEREAS, each year several hundred blind Californians attend these state-funded residential training centers in hopes of improving their chances of employment or future college success; and

WHEREAS, California DOR has not published data on the outcomes of blind students at any of these facilities, making it difficult or impossible for future students to determine which of these centers best will meet their needs; and

WHEREAS, provisions of the Rehabilitation Act require that each individual client of the DOR make decisions based on informed choice about the efficacy of various centers and training providers; and

WHEREAS, a decision to publish statistics on the employment and educational outcomes of blind clients at each of these residential centers would allow clients, families, counselors and officials to make the best decisions about which centers would best fit the needs of the blind;

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of California, in convention assembled this 28th day of October 2018 in the City of Los Angeles do call upon the California Department of Rehabilitation to collect and publish annually data on the employment and college success rates of all California residential training centers currently accepting DOR payment, as well as publishing similar data when available from out-of-state residential training centers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such data outcomes be as complete as possible, including all publicly available data on dropout rates, length of study, employment percentages, wages and hours worked, educational attainment and recidivism to other training centers, as well as percentages of graduates who remain on SSI or SSDI after training; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of California call upon the DOR to work with its leadership to determine the specifics of the type and duration of this data set to be publicly distributed each year; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Department of Rehabilitation publish such data annually on its website, distribute this data annually to all blind field service counselors and supervisors, and present this report in an annual meeting of its Blind Advisory Committee.  
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