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CALIFORNIA VENDORS POLICY COMMITTEE (CVPC)

Monday, April 20, 2020 
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Meeting Location
Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall
Room 301 
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING MINUTES

CVPC Delegates in Attendance by Teleconference 
Roy Harmon, District 1 
Denise Hudson-Mendoza, District 2
Barbara Moore, District 3
Tristen Kelley, District 4
Sandy Balani, District 5
Harry Begian, District 6
Max Duarte, District 7
Julie Wakamoto, District 8

DOR Staff in Attendance
Elena Gomez, Deputy Director Specialized Services Division (SSD)
Michael Thomas, Assistant Deputy Director, SSD
Zach Mundy, Program Manager, Business Enterprises Program (BEP)
David Burr, Operations Manager, BEP (teleconference)
Frances Volk, Associate Governmental Program Analyst, BEP (teleconference)
Emma Godinez, Southern Field Manager, BEP (teleconference)
Carlene Guzman, Northern Field Manager, BEP
Kathleen Munyer, Advisory Committee Analyst

MEETING SUMMARY

CVPC Roll Call & Introduction of DOR Staff and the Public
Harry Begian, CVPC Chair
· The Chair welcomed the attendees and took roll call.


Motions from Last CVPC Meeting
Harry Begian, Chair
· The Chair reported that two motions would be made.
· The first motion is to repeal motion 2020.2 that was made at the CVPC Meeting held on April 20, 2020.
· The second is a motion to provide financial assistance to BEP Vendors. 

Motion 
Moved by District 3 and seconded by District 5. 
Move to repeal Motion 2020.2 that was made during the CVPC meeting held on 3/30/2020 by District 2 and seconded by District 5. 

Vote: District 1, abstain; District 2, yes; District 3, yes; District 4, yes; District 5, yes; District 6, yes; District 7, yes. District 8, yes.
The motion passed.

Motion
Moved by District 5 and seconded by District 3.
[bookmark: _Hlk38291678]Move that the amount of $2000.00 should be given to all BEP vendors who do not meet the minimum Adequate Net Income of $4403.00 during the months of March, April, May, June 2020, and to be reevaluated at the end of June by DOR and CVPC. The Adequate Net Income is stated in CCR Section 7211 (A)(2), which was updated in 2020.
  
Vote: District 1, yes; District 2, yes; District 3, yes; District 4, yes; District 5, yes; District 6, yes; District 7, yes; District 8, yes. The motion passed. 

· Elena Gomez reported that the Department is ready for the BEP Vendors to vote on the use of the set-aside to issue fair minimum return payments to vendors. Zach Mundy added that the Department would like for the vote to be taken on April 22 and April 23.
· The voting will be done by email. 
· The votes need to be in by the close of business on April 23.
· Vendors who do not have an email account will receive a phone call. 
· All Vendors must provide an address where they wish the check to be sent.
· If the vote is favorable, the checks could possibly be sent out as early as next week.
· The DOR must receive a Monthly Operating Report (MOR), which is due on or before April 25, before a check will be issued. 
· Vendors must ensure that a copy of the MOR is sent to their Business Enterprise Consultant, who will review it to determine if the vendor is eligible for a check based on the net income reported.
· Workers Compensation and liability payments are still due and payable with all MORs.
· If a vendor reports a net income over the adequate net income threshold of $4403, a check will not be issued.
· For outstanding amounts owed to DOR for the February 2020 through June 2020 MORs, late fees and penalties will not be assessed at least through June 2020.
· For amounts owed to DOR that were due prior to February 2020 MORs, the assessed fees and penalties are still due however the department will not pursue action at this time.

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act and Other Possible Assistance Available to Small Business Owners
· A discussion took place as BEP vendors spoke of their experiences as they attempted to apply for government financial support during the COVID-19 pandemic.
· It was recommended to have the Office of Risk and Insurance Management (ORIM) to be present at the next CVPC meeting to address questions related to the filing of liability claims in response to the COVIDF 19 Pandemic.
· BEP Vendors are invited to email questions for ORIM to Kathleen Munyer no later than April 28. 
· A discussion ensued about making withdrawals from the retirement account.
· Zach Mundy reported BEP has been in contact with Prudential, the retirement provider, to determine how CARES Act may provide financial relief for vendors. The CARES Act allows withdrawals of up to $100,000 without the 10% early withdrawal penalty due to hardship caused by COVID-19. 
· BEP is waiting for verification from Prudential that the system changes necessary to make distributions related to the CARES Act are in place. 
· BEP will notify BEP vendors immediately as soon as Prudential has finalized the process and is able to proceed with the distributions. 
· Prudential indicated that the systems should be in place within the next two weeks.  
· Prudential will need to be contacted at 877-778-2100 for vendors who wish to exercise this option. Zach Mundy reported that BEP vendors who have a claim related to COVID-19 should complete and submit a BEP Insurance Claim Form as soon as possible to the Nav Mahl, Associate Risk Analyst with ORIM. 
· The Insurance Claim Form was sent out to all vendors twice by ORIM and also by the Department on April 7.
· The Pandemic Unemployment Assistance Program website is supposed to be set up soon. (https://edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019/pandemic-unemployment-assistance.htm)
· A question was posed about the possibility of vendors qualifying for a stock loan when the pandemic is over. Elena Gomez reported that the Department hopes to have information on this subject at the next CVPC Meeting. 
· A Vendor asked about the status of BEP doing business with State colleges.
· David Burr reported that a second priority letter was sent to the President of the State Colleges in February. A response was received from the Assistant Vice Chancellor acknowledging the response and advising that they are looking into the matters asserted in the letters and will be in touch with DOR soon. 
· Zach Mundy advised that the campuses are currently closed so there could be more of a delay in their response to DOR as a result. 

Open Forum
· A vendor asked the Department if BEP had heard about Caltrans allowing food trucks at Safety Roadside Rest Areas (SRRAs).
· Zach Mundy reported the Department was made aware last week by Caltrans as well as vendor, Andrew Kilpatrick, about the possibility of food trucks on SRRAs. BEP was informed immediately that the Governor issued an Executive Order on April 16 allowing food trucks on SRRAs to provide food service to truckers and other essential infrastructure workers through June 15th.  
· BEP has reached out to Caltrans to have a meeting with them this week to get more information and to see if this would present an opportunity for BEP vendors. 
· Several Vendors commented that they did not have immediate concerns due to the short-term nature of the contract as well as the non-compete clause restricting the sale of similar items in their vending machines. Some expressed that it will likely not be financially viable for food trucks given the low sale potential and remoteness of SRRAs.
· Harry Begian reported that he has requested a CVPC meeting every two weeks during the COVID-19 event. Elena Gomez agreed so long as other subcommittee meetings are on hold.
· Meetings are scheduled from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM on the following dates:
· May 4
· May 18
· June 1
· June 15
· [bookmark: _Hlk38641531]Elena Gomez provided an update that the House and Senate will vote this week on another emergency coronavirus aid package. It is anticipated that the bill will include $300 billion for the Small Business Administration's Paycheck Protection Program, and $50 billion for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program, both of which needed more funding support. 

Adjournment
· All agenda items were discussed, and the meeting concluded at 3:30 PM.

CONTACT PERSON:
Kathleen Munyer
Advisory Committee Analyst
California Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall, 4th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 558-5489 Email: Kathleen.L.Munyer@dor.ca.gov



