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Memorandum

To:		Joe Xavier, DOR Director
		Kelly Hargreaves, DOR Chief Deputy Director

From:	Lesley Ann Gibbons, SRC Chair

Cc:		DOR Deputies
		SRC Members

Date:		June 19, 2019

Subject:	SRC Recommendations 2019.1 and 2019.2

As a result of interactive discussions between the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) and the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR), the SRC adopted two recommendations on June 13, 2019:

Recommendation 2019.1 - Client Assistance Program Materials 
The SRC recommends that all local DOR offices consistently and prominently display Client Assistance Program materials in the reception areas. The Client Assistance Program will provide these materials free of charge to DOR.

Recommendation 2019.2 - Financial Participation  
In light of DOR’s funding challenges, the SRC appreciates the communication and partnership to identify cost mitigation strategies. As a result, the SRC supports DOR’s proposed conceptual changes to the financial participation policy. The SRC would like to continue discussions with DOR regarding resulting policy changes and impacts.

Additionally, the SRC appreciates DOR’s thorough communication during the June 12 – 13, 2019 meeting (along with prior meetings) regarding funding changes and considerations, and that as a result, a potential challenge is that DOR may not have sufficient funds to provide VR services to all individuals who apply. The SRC would like to remind DOR of the following federal guidance: “There is no Federal requirement that the financial need of individuals be considered in the provision of vocational rehabilitation services” (34 CFR § 361.54) and encourages all DOR team members to keep this guidance in mind during discussions with consumers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The SRC looks forward to ongoing collaboration with DOR to maximize the employment, independence and equality for Californians with disabilities.
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