[bookmark: _Toc29995128]November 2019 SRC Meeting Minutes

California State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)
Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday, November 13, 2019
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall, Room 601
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
Approved Meeting Minutes 

SRC Members in Attendance: Marcus Williams, Kecia Weller, Michael Thomas, LaQuita Wallace, Nick Wavrin, Benjamin Aviles, Theresa Comstock, Jenny Braunlin

DOR Staff in Attendance: Kate Bjerke, Kathi Mowers-Moore, Victor Duron, Alicia Lucas

Members of the Public: Lesley Gibbons, Jacqueline Jackson, Danny Marquez, Cheryl Kasai 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Marcus Williams, SRC Vice-Chair, welcomed meeting attendees. SRC members, DOR staff and members of the public introduced themselves.

2. Public Comment  
Lesley Ann Gibbons provided the following public comment: 

Stakeholders and advisory boards have been hearing about the concern of a potential $10 million gap in funding for 2020.

In an attempt to mitigate some of this shortfall we have learned that the Department will implement a new financial participation policy that will require many individuals to contribute or pay for their higher education.

However, at the same time, the department made the decision to create 15 new Regional director positions.

I believe that even if a position can be funded within existing means, creating, amending, or dissolving positions within the department does have an impact on services that are being provided.

For example, funding a new regional director position might eliminate two other lower pay grade positions.  Positions that are critical to support the work of counselors who we hear from time and time again are managing huge caseloads.

I would like to suggest that the SRC ask that the Department not make any decisions with regards the creation, amendment, or removal of any positions unless input is sought from advisory boards, stakeholders, and other parties.  Additionally, in light of the budgetary constraints a needs assessment should be completed to ensure that the proposed new roles and responsibilities are in the best interests of job seekers and students and cannot already be provided by others.

Danny Marquez provided a public comment regarding the Memorandum of Understanding between DOR and the Department of Health Care Services focused on services to individuals with severe mental illness.

3. New Member Introduction 
The SRC welcomed new member, Jenny Braunlin, to the Council. Braunlin was appointed on September 13, 2019 by Governor Newsom for a three-year term. Braunlin will serve as the Community Rehabilitation Program representative on the SRC. Jenny spoke about her background and organization, Best Buddies. 

4. August 2019 Quarterly Meeting Minutes  
Vote: It was moved/seconded (Comstock/Wallace) to approve the August 2019 SRC quarterly meeting minutes as presented (Yes – Williams, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin. Abstain – Weller).

5. Proposed Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) 
SRC members reviewed the biographies of ALJs Sean Gavin and Wim van Rooyen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk24545959]Vote: It was moved/seconded (Comstock/Weller) to approve ALJs Sean Gavin and Wim van Rooyen for conducting mediations and fair hearings involving DOR consumers (Yes – Williams, Weller, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin).

6. 2019 SRC Annual Report 
Kate Bjerke, SRC Executive Officer, reviewed the draft annual report and highlighted the following:
· The draft annual report incorporates many of the best practices and tips identified by the National Coalition of State Rehabilitation Councils (NCSRC).
· The report will begin with introductory letters from the incoming SRC chair, former SRC chair (if interested), and DOR Director, Joe Xavier.  
· On pages 4 – 7 of the report, background information is provided on the Rehabilitation Act and an overview of the SRC.
· Pages 8 – 17 of the report highlight the SRC’s accomplishments from the term.
· Pages 19 – 24 highlight the SRC’s partnership with DOR on the Consumer Satisfaction Survey and the State Plan.
· Pages 25 – 29 provide information on the SRC’s membership and an outreach message encouraging interested individuals to apply for membership.
· The report concludes with a brief overview of DOR services and links to additional department information.

Vote: It was moved/seconded (Weller/Thomas) to approve the 2019 SRC annual report with the requested additions and edits (Yes – Williams, Weller, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin).

[bookmark: _Hlk23422225][bookmark: _Hlk24467242]7. 2020 – 2024 State Plan 
Alicia Lucas, DOR Planning Unit Manager, and Victor Duron, Executive Advisor, DOR Strategic Initiatives Office, reviewed the proposed priorities and goals for the 2020 – 2024 VR Services Portion of the California Unified State Plan. Positive feedback was provided.

[bookmark: _Hlk24547002]Vote: It was moved/seconded (Wallace/Wavrin) to approve the 2020 – 2024 State Plan priorities and goals (Yes – Williams, Weller, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin).

Bjerke spoke about “Description A: Input of the SRC.” For the 2020 – 2024 State Plan, it was suggested that it may be beneficial for the SRC to provide future-focused content related to the 2020 – 2024 priorities and goals. Themes identified included cultural competency, use of evidence-based practices, the importance of consumers connecting to lived experiences, the need for a sustainable VR workforce, and the training needs of vendors. Bjerke will begin drafting Description A based on this feedback. 

8. Consumer Satisfaction Survey  
Bjerke spoke about the Consumer Satisfaction Survey (CSS). In July 2019, the SRC issued a memo to DOR recommending updates and changes for incorporation into the 2020 CSS. Since that time, an interdisciplinary workgroup at DOR has met to review and work through the SRC’s recommendations. During a future quarterly meeting, the goal is to present the SRC with a revised CSS for consideration.  

9. 2020 Meeting Dates 
[bookmark: _Hlk15287824]SRC members considered the revised 2020 meeting dates. 

Vote: It was moved/seconded (Weller/Thomas) to approve the revised 2020 meeting dates (Yes – Williams, Weller, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin).
· January 22 – 23, 2020    
· April 29 – 30, 2020   
· July 22 – 23, 2020   
· September 23 – 24, 2020   
[bookmark: _Hlk15288054]10. SRC Officer Elections 
SRC members reviewed the slate of candidates:
· Chair: Theresa Comstock
· Vice-Chair: Marcus Williams
· Treasurer: Benjamin Aviles
The floor was open for nominations. Kecia Weller nominated herself for Treasurer. The Council decided to hold off on voting for the Treasurer position until the next in-person meeting. Bjerke read an excerpt from the bylaws.

Vote: It was moved/seconded (Weller/Thomas) to elect Theresa Comstock as SRC Chair and Marcus Williams as SRC Vice-Chair (Yes – Williams, Weller, Thomas, Wallace, Wavrin, Aviles, Comstock, Braunlin).

11. Adjourn 
It was moved/seconded (Comstock/Wavrin) to adjourn the November 13, 2019 SRC meeting. 
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