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SRC Members in Attendance
Lesley Ann Gibbons, Chair
Marcus Williams, Vice-Chair
Inez de Ocio, Treasurer
Michael Thomas
Kecia Weller 
Theresa Comstock
Eddie Zhang
Vicki Benson

DOR Staff in Attendance
Kate Bjerke
Fariba Shahmirzadi
Rosa Gomez
Trung Le

Members of the Public
None

1. Welcome and Introductions   
Lesley Ann Gibbons, SRC Chair, welcomed SRC members and DOR staff to the meeting. 

2. Public Comment
None.         

3. Approval of the September 12, 2018 EPC Meeting Minutes
It was moved/seconded (Weller/Thomas) to approve the September 12, 2018 SRC EPC Minutes as presented (Yes – Gibbons, Williams, Thomas, Weller, Comstock, Zhang, Benson). 
 
4. Review and Approval of the 2018 SRC Annual Report
It was moved/seconded (Thomas/Weller) to approve the 2018 SRC Annual Report as presented (Yes – Gibbons, Williams, Thomas, Weller, Comstock, Zhang, Benson). 
  
5. Discussion: SRC Recommendation 2018.6 – State Price Schedule
· Chair Gibbons began by noting that her involvement with the SPS stakeholder workgroup has been as a vendor representative, not as an SRC representative.

· Fariba Shahmirzadi, Deputy Director of DOR’s Administrative Services spoke about the following:
· The last SPS workgroup meeting was held on December 13, 2018. 
· The SPS will transition to the California Assistive Technologies, Services, and Devices (Cal-ATSD) Supplier Directory, a list of vendors who can supply assistive technology for DOR consumers and state of California employees needing reasonable accommodations.
· Over the past year, DOR has worked with the Department of General Services (DGS) and the Government Operations Agency (GovOps) to examine procurement methods and identify faster and more efficient processes. Four sessions with the stakeholder workgroup were held to discuss these findings and clarify policies. 
· DGS’s updated policies will be released on January 1, 2019. 
· DOR’s counselors are the experts on the needs of consumers. DOR counselors relay this information to DOR’s buyers. The consumer’s need is the justification for the purchase, not justification of what is the least expensive.  
· DOR counselors and buyers will receive training on the Cal-ATSD on December 20, 2018. 
· Stakeholders will continue to collaborate with DOR on the Cal-ATSD moving forward. DOR will be monitoring the new policies and procedures for improvement opportunities. 

· Rosa Gomez, Assistant Deputy Director of DOR’s Specialized Services Division, spoke about the following:
· The original concerns identified (approximately 20) with the SPS.
· The June 2018 expiration of the SPS, which was extended to December 31, 2018.
· Moving forward, activities will include: continued collaboration with stakeholders; examining the fair and reasonable threshold; enhancing communication between DOR counselors, buyers and vendors; and making changes down the road, if needed.

· Gomez and Shahmirzadi were asked about the status of SRC recommendation 2018.6 – State Price Schedule. Chair Gibbons, from her SRC perspective, explained that DOR should have provided the SRC with the opportunity to review the SPS policy changes before implementation. This was affirmed by Gomez and Shahmirzadi, who spoke about the constraints of a short timeframe and working with other governmental entities. 

· From the vendor perspective, Gibbons noted that many discussions have felt rushed, and it will be critical for DOR to stand by its promise to involve stakeholders moving forward. One idea offered was for DOR to develop an advisory board that convenes regularly regarding the Cal-ATSD and related issues. A cultural shift and effective training of DOR counselors and buyers will be critical for successful implementation.

· Executive Officer Bjerke will email the final Cal-ATSD policies to the SRC.

Addendum: The revised policy for the Fair and Reasonable (F&R) section of DOR’s Rehabilitation Administrative Manual (RAM) chapter 9 were emailed by the DOR Administrative Services Division to Bjerke the day before the EPC meeting (December 18, 2018). Due to the SRC’s accessibility policy and public meeting requirements, the SRC was precluded from reviewing these documents during the December 19, 2018 EPC meeting and could not consider these documents as part of the meeting materials.

6. February 20 – 21, 2019 SRC Quarterly Meeting Preparation 
Executive Officer Bjerke reviewed the proposed February 2019 agenda items listed in the detail sheet. The following potential topics were discussed.
· Measuring the impact of student services.
· Update on the State Price Schedule.
· Presentation of the new DOR website. 
· Update on the interim grant solicitation manual.
· SRC logo.
· Update on mental/behavioral health.
· Financial participation policy proposal.
· Two sessions regarding DOR Student Services.
· RSA 911 and data collection.
· Form 700.
· Length of committee meetings.
· Counselor pay and retention.

Thomas would like to convene an SRC Policy Committee meeting after January 7th to identify topics for discussion in 2019.   

7. Reports

Gibbons – no report, has been busy with the SPS stakeholder workgroup.  

Williams – no report.

De Ocio – spoke about her first student services workshop.

8. New Business
None.

9. Adjourn 
It was moved/seconded (Weller, Thomas) to adjourn the December 19, 2019 EPC meeting.


Page 1

