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CALIFORNIA STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL (SRC)
[bookmark: _Toc50995966][bookmark: _Toc50996061][bookmark: _Toc50996865]MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 24, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Public Participation Options
· [bookmark: _Hlk44562942]Virtually: Blackboard Collaborate https://tinyurl.com/y3gkqw5a
· Recommended internet browsers for accessing the Blackboard Collaborate virtual meeting room: Chrome, Firefox, Safari or Edge.
· By Phone: +1-571-392-7650 PIN: 589 616 2855
· Email Your Comments: SRC@dor.ca.gov 
[bookmark: _Hlk187640] 
Meeting Agenda
Please note: Times are listed with the agenda items to assist attendees joining the meeting virtually and by phone. These times are estimates and subject to change.

Agenda for Wednesday, September 23, 2020

1. Welcome and Introductions (10:00 – 10:05 a.m.) 
Theresa Comstock, SRC Chair 

2. Public Comment (10:05 – 10:10 a.m.) 
[bookmark: _Hlk29542449]Members of the public will have the opportunity to comment on issues and concerns not included elsewhere on the agenda. Public comment relating to a specific agenda item will be taken at the end of the applicable agenda item or prior to a vote. 

3. Directorate Report (10:10 – 11:00 a.m.) 
Joe Xavier, DOR Director, and Andi Mudryk, DOR Chief Deputy Director, will report on leadership and policy topics of interest. National, state, and departmental updates will be provided. SRC members will have the opportunity to ask questions and have an interactive discussion.

4. Break (11:00 – 11:05 a.m.)

5. [bookmark: _Hlk50534202]Work Incentive Planners (11:05 – 11:25 a.m.)
SRC Members will learn from the DOR Social Security Programs Section representatives about Work Incentives Planners (WIPs). WIPs provide individualized information to DOR’s consumers who receive Supplemental Security Income and/or Social Security Disability Insurance. WIP Services allow these consumers to make informed choices about employment with an understanding of how it may interact with their benefits.

6. Update on the Consumer Satisfaction Survey (11:25 - 11:40 a.m.)
SRC Members will receive an update from the DOR Planning Unit and Budgets, Fiscal Forecasting & Research Section on the distribution of the next Consumer Satisfaction Survey. 

7. State Plan Update (11:40 – 11:45 a.m.) 
SRC Members will receive an update from the DOR Planning Unit on the State Plan. 

8. Approval of the July 2020 SRC Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
(11:45 – 11:50 a.m.)
Regina Cademarti, SRC Executive Officer 

9. Selection of 2021 SRC Meeting Dates (11:50 – 12:00 p.m.)
Regina Cademarti, SRC Executive Officer 

10. Recess until 10:00 a.m. September 24, 2020 

Agenda for Thursday, September 24, 2020 

11. Reconvene, Welcome and Introductions (10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)
Theresa Comstock, SRC Chair

12. Public Comment (10:05 – 10:10 a.m.) 
Members of the public will have the opportunity to comment on issues and concerns not included elsewhere on the agenda. Public comment relating to a specific agenda item will be taken at the end of the applicable agenda item or prior to a vote. 
13. Election of the Nominating Committee and SRC Officer Election Update (10:10 – 10:15 a.m.)
Regina Cademarti, SRC Executive Officer
In preparation for the January 2021 election of the SRC Officers, members will elect a Nominating Committee

14. Adopt-a-Region Reports (10:15 – 10:30 a.m.) 
SRC members will report out from their recent Adopt-a-Region discussions.

15. Student Services (10:30 – 11:00 a.m.) 
Lisa Harris, Chief, DOR Cooperative Programs Section
Donna Hezel, Regional Director, DOR San Jose District
Trung Le, Regional Director, DOR Orange/San Gabriel District
SRC members will be joined by leadership from DOR’s VR Employment Division and VR Policy and Resources Division for a discussion on DOR’s Student Services, with a specific focus on how DOR is ensuring student services are delivered with schools closing/distance learning.

16. Break (11:00 – 11:05 a.m.)

17. VR Connections Project (11:05 – 11:25 a.m.)
[bookmark: _Hlk15300570]Mark Erlichman, DOR Deputy Director, VR Employment Division
Conan Petrie, Staff Services Manager III, Program Support Branch
SRC members will learn about the VR Connections Project, which will employ a web-based portal to enhance collaboration between DOR staff, consumers, and vendors.  

18. Debrief and Recommendations Discussion (11:25 – 11:40 a.m.)
SRC members will have the opportunity to debrief from the meeting discussions. SRC members will have time to discuss, draft and potentially adopt additional recommendations.

19. SRC Officer, Member, and Executive Officer Reports 
(11:40 – 11:55 a.m.)
· SRC Chair
· SRC Vice Chair
· SRC Treasurer
· SRC Members
· SRC Executive Officer 

20. Identification of Future Agenda Items (11:55 – 12:00 p.m.)
Regina Cademarti, SRC Executive Officer

21. [bookmark: _Hlk15286291]Adjourn (12:00 p.m.)

[bookmark: _Hlk536179184]PUBLIC COMMENTS: Public comments on matters not on the agenda are taken at the beginning of the meeting. A speaker will have up to three minutes to make public comments and may not relinquish his or her time allotment to another speaker. Non-English speakers who utilize translators to make public comment will be allotted no more than six minutes, unless they utilize simultaneous translation equipment. The SRC is precluded from discussing matters not on the agenda; however, SRC members may ask questions for clarification purposes. 
 
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA: This meeting notice and agenda and the supplemental meeting materials are posted on the SRC webpage. All times listed and the order of business are approximate and subject to change. The meeting will adjourn upon completion of the agenda. Interested members of the public may utilize the public participation options listed on page one (1) of this meeting notice and agenda to listen to the meeting and/or provide public comment. Should you anticipate challenges accessing the listed public participation options, please contact Regina Cademarti (information below) to discuss alternatives. The SRC is not responsible for unforeseen technical difficulties that may occur and is not obligated to postpone or delay its meeting in the event of unforeseen technical difficulties.
	
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require a disability-related accommodation, materials in alternate format or auxiliary aids/services, please call (916) 558-5897 or email SRC@dor.ca.gov by September 18, 2020. Any requests received after this date will be given consideration, but logistical constraints may not allow for their fulfillment.  

CONTACT PERSON: Regina Cademarti, SRC Executive Officer	
SRC@dor.ca.gov, (916) 558-5897	
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Agenda Item 8


Wednesday, September 23, 2020
[bookmark: _Toc50996866]Item Name: Approval of the July 2020 SRC Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

Item Type: Action


























Draft Meeting Minutes

California State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)
Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday, July 22, 2020
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Virtual meeting through Blackboard Collaborate with conference call option. 

Attendance
 
SRC Members 
Theresa Comstock, Marcus Williams, Benjamin Aviles, Inez De Ocio, 
LaQuita Wallace, Nick Wavrin, Kecia Weller, and Joe Xavier

DOR Staff 
Andi Mudryk, Kate Bjerke, Shannon Coleman, Ceasor Dennis, Mark Erlichman, Rosa Gomez, Jessica Grove, Araceli Holland, Kathi Mowers-Moore, Josefina Notsinneh, and Susan Senior

Members of the Public 
Chanel Brisbane, Leslie Ann Gibbons, Susan Henderson, Dr. Michelle Hernandez, Rebecca Hoyt, Cheryl Kasai, Danny Marquez, Ashneek Nanua, Graciela Olivera, and John Ponce

1. Welcome and Introductions 
SRC Chair Theresa Comstock called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and a quorum was established. 

2. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

3. Directorate Report 
Joe Xavier, DOR Director, and Andi Mudryk, DOR Chief Deputy Director, gave a Directorate report updating the SRC on National, State, and departmental updates including:
· The impact of the state budget’s $54 billion shortfall on DOR staffing and operations 
· The development of providing virtual services to consumers and rightsizing DOR.

4. Approval of the April 2020 SRC Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
Motion: It was moved/seconded (Weller/Williams) to approve the April 2020 meeting minutes. Motion was approved 6-0-0. (Yes – Aviles, Comstock, Wallace, Wavrin, Weller, Williams), (No - 0) (Abstain – 0).

[bookmark: _Hlk44563502]5. Diversity and Inclusion 
Rosa Gomez, DOR Diversity and Inclusion Officer and Araceli Holland, DOR Regional Director, San Joaquin Valley District provided an overview of DOR’s effort towards diversity and inclusion including: 
· Efforts to create a more inclusive workplace
· A focus to make the workforce more reflective to the communities DOR serves
· Creating a community of practices to provide diversity and inclusion resources and support to managers
· Increasing the quality and quantity of DOR services to unserved or underserved populations

6. [bookmark: _Hlk15369838][bookmark: _Hlk520202487]African American Task Force 
Susan Senior, DOR Regional Director, Los Angeles South Bay District
provided an overview of DOR’s African American Task Force including:
· Future efforts to increase the quality of vocational and educational opportunities for consumers who are African American 
· Plans to look at DOR data to ensure the equity of services for consumers who are African American 
· Future trainings for DOR staff and a summary of the Juneteenth training 

7. Efforts to serve Justice-Involved Individuals 
Mark Erlichman, DOR Deputy Director, VR Employment Division, shared DOR’s efforts to serve justice-involved individuals including:
· The possible interface of a vocational rehabilitation counselor at the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation reception center
· The MOU partnership with Juvenile Justice to assist youth exiting out of the juvenile justice system to become employed
· Partnership with the Los Angeles County Parole and the MC3 Career Expansion to assist individuals who were justice-involved learn crafts such as masonry, construction, and electrical skills

8. Impact on Consumer Services due to COVID - 19 
Mark Erlichman, DOR Deputy Director, VR Employment Division
SRC members learned about the impact on DOR consumer services due to COVID -19 including:
· Data shows a lower number of DOR applications received as compared to the previous year
· The exploration of providing student services in a virtual classroom for schools that are distance learning
· Providing DOR staff continual safety guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and California Department of Public Health
[bookmark: _Hlk44422146][bookmark: _Hlk44562877]
9. [bookmark: _Hlk44931132]Recommendations 
A discussion was held to potentially draft and adopt recommendations. The SRC adopted two recommendations. This general wording will be edited and finalized after the quarterly meeting: 
· Recommendation 1: Communicate DOR programs to non-DOR consumers 
· Recommendation 2: Address the barriers and employment gaps for consumers who are unserved or underserved to ensure racial equity

[bookmark: _Hlk24545959]Motion: It was moved/seconded (Williams/Aviles) to approve the two recommendations. Motion was approved 6-0-0. (Yes – Aviles, Comstock, Wallace, Wavrin, Weller, Williams), (No - 0), (Abstain – 0).

10. SRC Member and Executive Officer Reports 
SRC Officers, members, and the SRC Executive Officer provided brief reports. Each member shared their thoughts of how the SRC will meet in the future. Most members wanted to meet more frequently. 

Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 pm.
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Agenda Item 9


Wednesday, September 23, 2020

[bookmark: _Toc50996867]Item Name: Selection of 2021 SRC Meeting Dates

Item Type: Information and input. SRC members to provide input on the selected meeting dates.

Background: On August 26, 2020, the Executive Planning Committee selected the following dates for the 2021 SRC quarterly meetings. 


	Date
	Meeting Type

	December 16, 2020
	Executive Planning Committee

	January 27-28, 2021
	Quarterly Meeting

	March 17, 2021
	Executive Planning Committee

	April 28-29, 2021
	Quarterly Meeting

	June 2, 2021
	Executive Planning Committee

	July 14-15, 2021
	Quarterly Meeting

	August 11, 2021
	Executive Planning Committee

	September 22-23, 2021
	Quarterly Meeting



In an effort to avoid meeting date conflicts, the 2021 calendars were requested from the following councils/committees: State Independent Living Council; Advisory Commission on Special Ed.; Assistive Technology Advisory Committee; State Council on Developmental Disabilities; CA Behavioral Health Planning Council; CA Workforce Development Board; CA Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities; Blind Advisory Committee; CA Traumatic Brain Injury Committee; CA Vendors Policy Committee; Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advisory Committee; and Orientation Center for the Blind, Trust and Fund Committee.
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Agenda Item 13


Thursday, September 24, 2020
[bookmark: _Toc50996868]
Item Name: Election of the Nominating Committee and SRC Officer Election Update 

Item Type: Action, SRC members to elect the Nominating Committee members.

Background
On August 26, 2020, the SRC Executive Planning Committee (EPC) created a slate of candidates below for the SRC to be appointed as Members of the Nominating Committee. (SRC Bylaws Article VII C(1)(c))
The EPC chose: 
· Inez De Ocio
· Nick Wavrin
· Marcus Williams
· Alternate: Benjamin Aviles

Alternate member is selected in the event an elected committee member cannot attend a committee meeting.
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Agenda Item 14


Thursday, September 24, 2020

[bookmark: _Toc50996869]Item Name: Adopt-a-Region Reports

Item Type: Information 

Background: SRC members will report out from their recent Adopt-a-Region discussions. 


	DOR District/Region
	DOR Regional Director
	Assigned SRC Member

	Northern Sierra
	Jay Onasch
	LaQuita Wallace


	Greater East Bay
	Carol Asch

	Marcus Williams


	San Jose
	Donna Hezel

	Marcus Williams


	Santa Barbara
	Susan Mathers

	Theresa Comstock


	Inland Empire
	Robert Loeun

	Benjamin Aviles


	Van Nuys/Foothill
	Wan-Chun Chang

	Kecia Weller


	Greater Los Angeles
	Maria Turrubiartes

	Nicolas Wavrin


	Los Angeles South Bay
	Susan Senior

	Benjamin Aviles


	The following DOR Districts are not currently assigned to an SRC member. As new members join the Council, we can revisit the District assignments. 

	Redwood Empire
	David Wayte 
	Not assigned

	San Joaquin Valley
	Araceli Holland

	Not assigned

	San Francisco
	Theresa Woo

	Not assigned

	San Diego
	Carmencita Trapse
 
	Not assigned

	Orange/San Gabriel
	Trung Le
 
	Not assigned

	Blind Field Services
	Peter Dawson

	Not assigned
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Agenda Item 18


Thursday, September 24, 2020

[bookmark: _Toc50996870]Item Name: Debrief and Recommendations Discussion

Item Type: Information 

Background: The 2020 SRC recommendation memorandum was sent on Friday, September 4 to Joe Xavier, DOR Director and Andi Mudryk, Chief Deputy Director. The DOR will coordinate a response to provide to the SRC. 













Memorandum

To:		Joe Xavier
		Director, Department of Rehabilitation

		Andi Mudryk
Chief Deputy Director, Department of Rehabilitation 

From:	Theresa Comstock
Chair, State Rehabilitation Council

Cc:		Department of Rehabilitation Deputy Directors
		State Rehabilitation Council Members

Date:		September 4, 2020 

Subject: 	State Rehabilitation Council Recommendations 2020.1 – 2020.4

As a result of many interactive discussions between the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) and the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR), the Council adopted recommendations 2020.1 and 2020.2 at the January 23, 2020 quarterly meeting and recommendations 2020.3 and 2020.4 at the July 22, 2020 quarterly meeting. The recommendations are as follows:

Recommendation 2020.1 – Recruitment and Retention of VR Counselors
The SRC recommends that DOR work to understand the causes, and explore solutions, related to the recruitment and retention of DOR VR Counselors. Examples: survey the current VR Counselor population, research best practices from other states and technical assistance organizations.

Recommendation 2020.2 – Impact of Assembly Bill 5 (AB 5) 
The SRC recommends that as DOR develops the department’s state fiscal year 2021/22 budget, to consider the impact of AB 5 as it relates to the availability of individual service providers (ISPs) and other contractors (e.g. DOR provide ISPs with assistance they may need in order to comply with AB 5).  

Note: AB 5 refers to California Assembly Bill 5 Worker status: employees and independent contractors (2019 – 2020).

Recommendation 2020.3 – Increase Outreach about DOR Services 
The SRC recommends DOR address the decline in new applications for DOR services since COVID-19 by increasing knowledge of and engagement in DOR services through collaborative communications efforts (i.e. social media, e-mail, and website) with other state agencies and organizations (e.g. Employment Development Department, Department of Education, and with Listos.) 

Note: Listos is helping California respond to COVID-19 

Recommendation 2020.4 – Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Disparities
The SRC recommends DOR integrate on-going mechanisms throughout its operations to eliminate racial, ethnic, and cultural disparities (to include identification, data analysis, stakeholder review, training, and performance of services).
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