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Maheen Mausoof Adamson, Ph.D. is a neuroscientist practicing in government and academia as a leader in clinical research for the past fourteen years. She is currently the senior scientific research director for Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC) at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System. She is also the clinical associate professor of Neurosurgery and Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Stanford School of Medicine. Dr. Adamson completed her undergraduate degrees in neurobiology and women studies at University of California, Irvine. She completed her Ph.D. in neuroscience from the University of Southern California and a postdoctoral fellowship in Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Stanford School of Medicine.

Dr. Adamson’s expertise and her career trajectory has provided her with an exposure to the entire spectrum of brain injury and its related problems. This ranges from its incidence in various populations (military, veteran, civilian (including male and female differences in post-concussive outcomes) and types of brain injury (sports concussion, sexual trauma, blast and motor vehicle accidents), acute to chronic diagnosis, treatment and long-term care to translational bench-to-bedside neuroscience inquiry that provides hi-tech educational opportunities to providers, students and community. Her research focuses on providing non-invasive treatment options to brain injury patients who suffer from chronic illnesses to improve their daily function. She uses advanced biomarker, artificial intelligence health informatics and neuroimaging to understand the mechanisms underlying the response to these treatment options. Her research and her insights enable her to engage community partners, companies, students at all levels (high school – residents/fellows) and contribute to educational platforms in academia, government and community. Therefore, she is continually engaged in the treatment, recovery, awareness and resources surrounding the complex milieu of brain injury.

Kim Baker, MPA, RYT-200, is the Director of Implementation for the LoveYourBrain Yoga program, a research-backed yoga intervention based on the science of resilience. Since 2015, Kim has been spearheading the expansion of LoveYourBrain’s flagship program on a national level. She has helped to develop the organization’s TBI-centered model, involving individuals who have sustained a TBI and caregivers in every step of program creation—from planning to implementation and dissemination. Prior to LoveYourBrain, Kim spent several years working for the United Nations and various nonprofit organizations both in the United States and abroad. She obtained her Masters’ degree in Public Administration in international nonprofit management and public policy from New York University.

Steven T Chan, MD is a physician trained in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R), which is a field that specializes in the nervous system and its impact on function.   PM&R physicians receive special training in caring for people with traumatic brain injuries, by focusing on maximizing functional independence. He received his PM&R training at the University of Washington, and now works with Kaiser Permanente in the Sacramento/Roseville region.  He has a particular interest in helping to establish a TBI registry, as well as ensuring that all patients, families, and health care providers are aware of resources that are available.  Dr. Chan serves as the Assistant Chief and the Communication Consultant in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation for Kaiser Permanente. 

Charles Edmund Degeneffe, Ph.D., MSSW, CRC, is a Professor and Coordinator of the San Diego State University (SDSU) Rehabilitation Counseling Program. He also directs the SDSU Cognitive Disabilities Certificate Program. Dr. Degeneffe is a past President of the San Diego Brain Injury Foundation (and current board member) and a past President of the National Council on Rehabilitation Education. Dr. Degeneffe’s primary research interests focus on family adjustment and caregiving following acquired brain injury. He is interested in advancing policy and services to increase community service options for persons with brain injuries and their families and facilitate a better continuum of care from acute-care to long-term community-based rehabilitation. Dr. Degeneffe is also interested in advancing brain injury awareness in athletics and in military service. 

Susan Hansen is the C.E.O. of the San Diego Brain Injury Foundation, a non-profit that has been serving brain injury survivors and their families in San Diego County for over 35 years.  Also licensed as a Marriage & Family Therapist, she has maintained a private practice for over 25 years. 

Her husband suffered a brain aneurysm in 1997, so as a caregiver, she knows first-hand how a brain injury can affect the whole family.  She looks forward to serving on the California TBI Advisory Board where she hopes to build more awareness about the needs of families and survivors of brain injury as well as identify resources and build support groups throughout the state. 

Stephanie Kolakowsky-Hayner, PhD, CBIST, FACRM is an Associate Professor in the Department of Rehabilitation and Human Performance, Icahn School of Medicine, Mt. Sinai, Co-Investigator on the NIDILRR-funded NY TBI and SCI Model Systems, Co-Investigator on the NJ Commission on SCI Research funded Informing Identification of Neuropathic Pain Phenotypes in People with SCI, and Co-Director for the Paralyzed Veterans of America Education Foundation funded Development of a Consumer Guide for the Prevention of VTE in Individuals with SCI. Dr. Kolakowsky-Hayner serves as Recruitment and Neuropsychological Outcome Consultant for the multicenter NIH-funded Central Thalamic Stimulation for TBI study. She is a member of the Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists’ (ACBIS) Board of Governors (BOG), Chair of the ACBIC Educational and International Committees; American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine (ACRM) BOG, Co-Chair of the ACRM Program Committee; Immediate Past Chair of the Early Career Development Course; Pink Concussions Professional Advisory Board, Independence Care Systems SCI Advisory Committee, and the California State TBI Advisory Board. She is also the Co-Chair of the American Spinal Injury Association (ASIA) Prevention Committee. Dr. Kolakowsky-Hayner is Chief Methodologist and Vocational-Community Issues Panel Chair for the Brain Injury Association of America and Mount Sinai’s Guidelines for Rehabilitation and Chronic Disease Management of Adults with Moderate to Severe TBI development project. She serves on the Community Advisory Board of the DOD-funded Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consortium and is Co-Chair of the 4th Federal Interagency Conference on TBI. In the past, Dr. Kolakowsky-Hayner’s work with the American Spinal Injury Association Prevention Committee contributed to their wide-spread distracted diving campaign and publications and presentations to prevent the use of cell phones and other distractions while driving; a primary prevention campaign to reduce motor vehicle crashes and subsequent long-term disability and death. She is currently representing ACRM and the ASIA as a member of the Medical Summit on Firearm Injury Prevention convened by the American College of Surgeons’ Committee on Trauma. Dr. Kolakowsky-Hayner has over 20 years’ experience in research, education, outreach, advocacy and administration in the field of neurologic disabilities and injury prevention and control. She is a recognized leader in the field with extensive experience developing and executing mentoring programs and was honored as the 2018 recipient of the ACRM Early Career Outstanding Mentoring Award, as well as the 2018 BIACAL Outstanding Brain Injury Professional Award, and the 2018 ACRM Distinguished Member Award. She has made over 200 professional presentations and published over 220 peer-reviewed manuscripts, book chapters, and other information materials for professionals and consumers with disabilities. 

Todd Higgins lost his eye sight and acquired a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) in 1983.  After graduating from the University of Connecticut in 1990 w with a BS degree in Human Development he began his career as an advocate for the rights of people with disabilities at the State of Connecticut Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities (OPA).  He worked in several programs during his 14 years of employment at OPA with a focus on public benefits, vocational rehabilitation services, and rights under the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA).  Todd moved to California in 2004 to work at Disability Rights California on the federal grant program Protection and Advocacy for individuals with Traumatic Brain Injury (PATBI), focusing on the advocacy needs of people with TBI.  Todd’s work on the PATBI program has focused on coordinating advocacy services for people served through the PATBI program as well as addressing necessary systemic issues.

Dr. Henry Huie is the Chief of Brain Injury Rehabilitation at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center (SCVMC) in San Jose, California.  He is board certified in both Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (PM&R) and Brain Injury Medicine.  Dr. Huie earned his Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at U.C. Davis.  He then continued his training as a Doctor of Medicine at New York Medical College.  He completed his PM&R residency training at Stanford University where he also served as chief resident.  Following residency, Dr. Huie finished a Traumatic Brain Injury Fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh.  He joined the Department of PM&R at SCVMC following fellowship in 2012.
Dr. Huie is passionate about teaching and medical education.  He is the site director at SCVMC for the Stanford PM&R residency program.   In 2017, he was awarded the Stanford PM&R Residency Jose C. Montero Excellence in Teaching Award.  Dr. Huie’s clinical interests include:  inpatient brain injury rehabilitation, concussion management, and the treatment of spasticity.  Dr. Huie has been a speaker at regional and national conferences on topics associated with traumatic brain injury.  He is an advocate for the brain injured population and served on the board of directors for the Brain Injury Association of California for 7 years.  Dr. Huie’s goal is to improve care and quality of life for those affected by traumatic brain injury.
 
Daniel Andre Ignacio is a coordinator at St. Jude Brain Injury Network (www.tbioc.org) and a Certified Brain Injury Specialist through the Brain Injury Association of America. He has dedicated his life to providing support to fellow individuals with disabilities by working for non-profit agencies such as R & N Family Support Respite Services, YMCA New Horizons (www.ymcaoc.org/new-horizons), and Clear Motivations (www.clearmotivationsnpo.org), which are funded programs to assisting adults with developmental disabilities reintegrate into their respective communities. In 2008, he survived a 48-ft fall and a month-long coma; therefore, brain injury is personally meaningful. He is also an adjunct professor of introductory, intermediate, and advanced research methods/statistics, and psychological testing for undergraduate and graduate students at California State University, Fullerton.
Bennet Omalu is a Nigerian born physician who holds eight degrees and professional certifications in the medical sciences and business management. He attended medical school and holds a Doctor of Medicine [MB, BS] degree from the University of Nigeria, Enugu from where he graduated in 1990. He holds a Master’s in Business Administration degree from the Tepper School of Business, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He also holds a Master’s in Public Health degree in Epidemiology from the Graduate School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Dr. Omalu holds four board-certifications from the American Board of Pathology in four subspecialties of medicine including forensic pathology, neuropathology, clinical pathology and anatomic pathology. He also holds a board certification in medical management from the American Association of Physician Leadership and is a Certified Physician Executive. 

Dr. Omalu has received three honorary PhD and Doctor of Science degrees from two universities in the United States, and from the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland in recognition of his work and expertise in brain injury and trauma. He has received numerous awards from across the world in recognition for his work and expertise in brain injury and trauma in both living and deceased patients. Dr. Omalu has received the “Distinguished Service Award” from the American Medical Association [AMA], which is the highest award a physician can receive from the AMA. He has been honored by the United States Congress for his work on brain injury and trauma and he has appeared on multiple occasions before committees of the United States Congress and committees of State Legislatures across the United States advising them on matters relating to brain injury and trauma, death investigation and the administration of justice.

Dr. Omalu identified Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy [CTE] in a retired football player, when he performed an autopsy and examined the brain of Mike Webster. Subsequently, he identified CTE in other high-impact, high-contact sports athletes and in military veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder [PTSD]. His work and life have been featured extensively in all media platforms across the world, and in a major Hollywood film, “Concussion” released in December 2015 by Sony Motion Pictures, in which the renowned actor, Will Smith, played him as Dr. Omalu. Several New York Times best-selling books have also been published on his life and work including “The League of Denial” and “Concussion”. He has published several books and his memoir “Truth Doesn’t Have a Side” was published in August 2017. His latest book was published in February 2018 and is titled “Brain Trauma in Contact Sports: What Parents Should Know Before Letting Their Children Play”. He has published extensively in the medical and scientific literature authoring many scientific papers and book chapters, with a major focus on brain injury and brain trauma. He continues studying brain trauma and is currently collaborating with other researchers looking for ways to definitively diagnose CTE in living patients. Dr. Omalu is married and has two children. Dr. Omalu’s hope is to help establish a state-wide brain trauma registry in the State of California and facilitate a comprehensive brain trauma clinic and center of excellence at the University of California-Davis Medical Center in order to facilitate eventual discover of definitive treatments and cures for all types of brain trauma.
 
Katie Shinoda PT, DPT, MSCS has a doctorate degree in Physical Therapy from the University of Southern California and a Bachelor’s of Science in Exercise Physiology from University of California at Davis. She has 18 years’ experience as a physical therapist and her professional interests include brain injury, vestibular rehabilitation, and multiple sclerosis. She has experience working with people with brain injuries throughout the spectrum of care from the intensive care unit to outpatient rehabilitation and community reintegration. She is currently an outpatient physical therapist and the Client Services Liaison for Mercy Outpatient Rehabilitation Center’s Home and Community Reintegration Program for Traumatic Brain Injury in Citrus Heights, CA. 

Dr. Shinoda’s interests in serving on the TBI Advisory Board include improving awareness and prevention of TBI, access to mental health services, independent and supported living options, and community reintegration.  
Lili Whittaker is a longtime resident and business owner in Ventura County. She currently lives in Santa Paula, CA with Brian, her husband of over 25 years, and their 20-year-old son, Zachary who is attending college in California. She is the Chairman of the Kensington Foundation, a non-profit organization in Ventura, CA that has been dedicated to raising awareness to TBI among the youth for the past 14 years.
As the mother of a survivor, Lili would like to see people who suffer from TBI receive the care they need. As an individual, Lili would like to give back to the community that she calls home and help other families who face medical traumas that her family faced. As a Board Member, she will work to heighten the awareness of the long term effects of TBI, how it impacts the lives of the survivor and all those around them. She believes it is imperative that we develop a strong support system for survivors and their caregivers to help them establish a “New Normal”. Knowing first hand that a TBI is a life altering event, Lili is excited about the opportunity to help bring awareness and resources to survivors of Traumatic Brain Injuries.
Eric Williams has 8 years of experience as a Firefighter and 12 years as a paramedic. Eric received a Bachelor’s Degree in Organizational Management followed by a Master’s Degree in Public Administration. On January 6, 2015 he was hit by a bicyclist from behind. Eric received a brain injury as result of the accident. He was in a medically induced coma for a month, treated by a craniotomy, and experienced extensive rehabilitation. Eric is currently working full time as a Fire Prevention Officer. Since his injury he has maintained his paramedic license. He enjoys volunteer work and spending time with his 7-year-old daughter. Eric’s favorite moment was teaching his daughter how to roller-skate this past year. Eric is honored to be a committee member of the California Department of Rehabilitation Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Board. He wants to spread awareness of traumatic brain injuries and help survivors improve their overall health and well-being. 
